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- pity of a mother. 


warefully upon the wheel, and, as 


A Life Made Over 


By late Evangelist J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D. 


“The word which came to 


ing, Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the pot- 
ter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 
And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand 
of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seem- 
ed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as 
this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay 1s in the 
potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.” 


—Jer. 18:1-6. 


Jeremiah from the Lord, say- 


At the time Jeremiah was called 
upon to prophesy, Jerusalem and 
the people of Israel were in a la- 
mentable condition and seemed 
daily to be drifting farther and 
farther from God. 

Jeremiah has been called, 
Weeping Prophet,” 


“the 
and he was 


well named, because he realized | % 
the sinfulness of sin and under-| g 
stood as did no other man of his| # 

times, the awful condition into} ; 


which Israel had drifted. He seems 
to be seeking in every possible 
way to turn them back again to 
Jehovah. Waking and_ sleeping, 
they are in his mind and on his 
heart, and all that he writes is 


in. the nature of a plea that they]: 


should turn again to Him who 
waits to receive them with all the 
tenderness of a father and the 


One day he makes his way to 
the house of the potter, and at 
once he is interested in the work 
which is going on under the pot- 
ter’s direction. He sees him take 
a lump of clay, hold it for a mo- 
ment in his hands, then place it 


he turns the wheel quickly, with 


his deft fingers, he fashions it into 
a vessel, which to the untrained 
eyes of the prophet seems to be 
perfect enough; but when the 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Cvang elist Billy Grah am 


(Preached at Vanderbilt Stadium, Nashville, Tennessee, Sunday 
night, August 29, 1954, during Greater Nashville Crusade.) 


“For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?”,—Mark 8:36. 


Our Father and our God, we pray that the Holy Spirit 
will come and give us the message of this hour. We pray that 
Thou wilt convict men of their need of Christ, and we pray 
that many will respond to give their lives to the Saviour. For 


we ask it in His name. Amen. 


Tonight I want you to turn with 
me to the Gospel according to 
Mark, the eighth chapter, begin- 
ning at the thirty-fourth verse. 

How many have your Bibles to- 
night? Lift them up. Wonderful! 
Bring your Bibles every night. We 
are here to see what the Bible 


m | has to say. In these crucial days 


in which we live, when people have 


2 1so many perplexities and frustra- 
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tions and problems and difficulties, 
we've come to see what God has to 
say, because there’s not a problem 
that you have in your life that 


—— 


by Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, THE SWORD of the LORD 


THIS FAMOUS BOOK HAS BEEN FOR 12 YEARS, 
WE BELIEVE, AMERICA'S BEST SELLER ON PRAYER 


LEARN TO PRAY! 


21 Chapters of blessing. See that others, too, BS woe Dested 
GET WHAT YOU NEED FROM A PRAYER-HEARING GOD! 


CHAPTER I 


A PRAYER-HEARING GOD 


“CQ thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 


come.’ —Psa. 65:2. 


“But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he 1s, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”—Heb. 11 6. 


I. It Is God’s Nature to Hear 


and Answer Prayer 
Our God is a God Who hears 
and answers prayer! Prayer-hear- 
ing is one of His attributes, a part 
of His nature. He inspired the 


~Psalmist to call Him “Thou that 


thhearest prayer” (Psalm 65: 2). 
He selected that title for Himself 
and delights to be called the God 


= 


Who hears, and the God Who 
answers prayer. 

God’s attributes, His character, 
are revealed in the titles given 
Him in the Scripture. An impres- 
sive and very helpful book of daily 
devotions was written by T. C. 
Horton, The Wonderful Names of 


Our Wonderful Lord. The names. 
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and titles and descriptions by 
which God reveals Himself in the 
Bible give insight into the char- 
acter of God. And one of His titles, 
by His own divine choice, is “Thou 


ae | 


that hearest prayer’! 


God’s mercy never changes. It 
is a part of His character, un- 
affected by changing dispensations. 
God’s holiness and His righteous- 
ness never vary. He is always holy, 
always righteous. The character- 
istics and attributes of God are 
unchanging, and everlasting. He 
says, “I am the Lord, I change 
not” (Mal. 3:6). “Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and to day, and 


~ (Continued on page 4) 


doesn’t have its answer and solu- 
tion in this Book. 


The psychiatrist may help you 
some, the psychologist may give 
you some answers, but we believe 
that the ultimate answers to the 
complex problems in this age in 
which we are living are found 
within this Book. Whatever your 
problem is, whatever your burden, 
whatever your difficulty, whatever 
your fears and frustrations, there 
is an answer in this Book. 


—— 


I believe it’s the duty of every 
Christian to be here every night 
that he can. Let’s be here in our 
places. 

You say, “But, Billy, it’s so in- 
convenient. You know the traffic 
and it’s been warm.” I know it has 
been, but I believe God will re- 
ward you and honor you in a 


(Continued on page 8) 


I am going to ask that you come! : 


night after night. What a wonder-'3 
ful crowd this is tonight! It’s a 3 
beautiful sight from: this vantage !# 
point here to see this great sta-| 
dium filled to capacity. This is: 


certainly by far the largest crowd 
that we’ve ever had at the begin- 
ning of the second week anywhere 
that we’ve ever been.on an evan- 
gelistic campaign. I believe we 
can fill it every night. 


Dr. Billy Graham 


Help for the Common People 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, Editorial Assistant 


‘é 


How strange it was that the 
religious leaders of our Lord’s day 
refused to accept Him in any 
capacity whatsoever! How strange 
that the students of Old Testa- 
ment Scripture, with its abundant 
and glorious prophecies of the 
coming Messiah, failed to listen 
to this One who so literally ful- 
filled them by the score! How 
startling that the kings and the 
governors, the rich and the noble, 
the aristocratic and the influential, 
did not want to hear Him or re- 
ceive Him. To me,. one of the 
saddest verses in the Bible is 
John’s pathetic lament of John 1: 
11, “He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not’! And 
the Apostle Paul confessed “... 
how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called’ (I Cor. 
1:26). 


But how blessedly sweet was 
His reception among the common 
people! They heard Him gladly, 
the Bible says! The commion 
people eagerly listened to His mes- 
sage, they joyously welcomed Him 
as the long awaited Messiah, and 
many boldly and openly took their 
stand as His disciples. It was to 
the common people that the angels 
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... And the common people heard him gladly.’’—Mark 12:37. 


| 
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announced His birth and it was 
the common people, the shepherds, 
who rushed to the manger and 
gladly hailed His birth. It was 
the common people who listened 
to Him teach, who brought their 
sick for Him to heal, who invited 
Him into their homes for meals 
and shelter. His heralding to 
Jerusalem at the time of the Tri- 
umphal Entry was done by com- 
mon people. The only ones ‘who 
showed sympathy and devotion at 
the time of the crucifixion were 
common people. And His resurrec- 
tion appearances were made to 
common people such as Mary, the 
two on the road to Emmaus, and 
fishermen like John, Peter, and 
James. 

How God loves the common 
people! The Bible contains scores 
of special promises for the widows, 
the fatherless, the downtrodden, 
the weak and helpless, those in 
trouble, and many others of var- 
ious needy circumstances. It seems 
that He delights in granting com- 


fort, counsel, strength, and en- 
couragement to “the common 
people.” 


The readers and friends of THE 
(Continued on page 11) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 21, 1955 


) by the late 


Eggs 


In my last talk I told you that 
today I would consider the nesting 
of birds, egg-laying, and hatching. 
These features are obviously 
wrapped up with the question of 
instinct which is seen in all these 


animals. 
An instinct, then, is some tend- 
ency, innate in character, prior 


to experience, and quite indepen- 
dent of instruction. It is only by 
instinct the different sexes of an- 
imals seek each other; that an- 
imals cherish their offspring; that 
the young quadruped is directed to 
the teat of its mother; that birds 
build their nests, and brood with 
so much-patience upon their eggs; 
that insects which do not sit upon 
their eggs, deposit them in those 
particular situations in which the 
young, when hatched, find their 
appropriate food; that the salmon, 
and some other fish, travel out of 
the sea into rivers for the purpose 
of spawning in fresh water. 

Out of all this catalogue, none is 
more interesting than the incu- 
bation of eggs. Two sparrows, for 
instance, hatched in an incubator, 
and kept separated from the rest 
of their species, proceed as other 
sparrows do in everything related 
to the production and preservation 
of their brood. The constant ques- 
tion—HOW ?-—is ever on our lips. 
The only answer is inborn created 
instinct. 

What could induce the female 

_ bird to prepare a nest before she 

“lays her eggs? It is vain to suppose 
that she is possessed of the faculty 
of reasoning; no reasoning will sat- 
isfy the case. 


The fullness or distention which 
she may feel in a particular part 
of her body, because of the growth 
and solid character of the egg 
within, could not possibly inform 
her that she was about to produce 
something of great importance— 
something which, when ‘produced, 
must be preserved with great care. 
She has had no experience which 
could lead to this inference, or to 
this suspicion. In fact, everything 
is against it. In every other in- 
stance, what issues from her body 
is cast out and rejected, 

Let us suppose the egg is laid. 
How should birds know that their 
eggs contain their young? There 
is nothing, either in the external 
appearance or internal composition 
of an egg which could lead even 

. the most daring imagination to 
conjecture that, after a time, from 
inside the shell, will come a per- 
fect bird. 
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Arthur J. Brown M.D. 


The Strange Job of Laying 


The form of the egg bears not 
the slightest resemblance to that 
of a bird. If we, knowing nothing 
about the wonder, examined the 
shell and its contents, how could 
WE guess that they might be de- 
signed for the abode and nutrition 
of an animal? "We might conceiv- 
ably look for some kind of.a slimy 
tadpole to come forth, but never a 
dry, winged, feathered creature. 
The contents of the egg examined 
prior to hatching bear no imagin- 
able relation to that which comes 
out of it. 

From the white of an egg, would 
any one ever look for the feathers 
of a goldfinch? Who would expect, 
from this homogeneous substance, 
to come the most complicated of 
all machines, a perfect. body of 
skin and feathers, bones, tissues, 
and organs, all working harmoni- 
ously, able to perform the most 
complex physiological operations 
easily and without cessation? 

Nor would the process of incuba- 
tion lead us to expect the event. 
Who, seeing the faint streaks be- 
ginning to form in the yolk would 
imagine that these were soon to 
become bones and limbs? Who, 
that spied the minute pulsating 
point which appears two days after 
incubation, could anticipate that it 
would soon become the heart, the 
center of a complete circulatory 
mechanism? 

For the sake of the argument, 
let us suppose that the sparrow, 
manifesting exceeding intelligence, 
had discovered that within that 
egg was concealed the principle of 
a future bird. Are we to suppose 
further, that she had been taught 
by some famous bird professor, 
who had assured her that warmth 
was necessary to bring the egg 
to maturity? And did he inform 
her that the warmth of her body 
would supply the heat in just the 
right degree? 

No, this mother sparrow is not 
possessed of that sagacity and 
reason to enable her to arrive at 
such astonishing conclusions. There 
are no premises to justify such an 
expectation. If she had this know- 
ledge, she must have penetrated in- 
to the order of nature further than 
any human faculties have yet 
gone. 

But with all her apparent clev- 
erness she seems to combine great 
stupidity. The hen will mistake a 
piece of chalk for an egg; she 
| never misses any eggs if removed. 
nor pays any attention if more are 
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added; she. .does not distinguish | eae 


between her own and those of. an- 
other species, as we saw with the 
cuckoo; she is very frightened, if. 
having hatched out duck-eggs, her 
breed of ducklings take to the 
water. 


Young birds just hatched and}. 


taken out of their nests to a cage, 
thus removed from all associations 
with their_kind and deprived of all 


possible means of instruction, will}: 


yet build their nests in the same 
manner as in the wild state, and 
sit on their eggs.. Must we believe 
that in the first few minutes after 
hatching, mother bird whispered 
a full account of everything to 
her very young child, and baby 
bird was able ‘to understand and 
store away for future use all this 
valuable information? 

The hen shows-her dumbness in 
sitting faithfully upon nonfertile 
eggs, in the laying of which there 
has been no communication with 
the male bird. Too bad that she 
was not let into this secret, too! 
If incubation had been the sub- 
ject of instruction or tradition, 
this important item would never 
have been overlooked—importanft, 
that is, to domesticated fowls. 
Nonfertile eggs are not found in 
wild life. 


To what conclusion in regard to 
the origin of birds are we driven 
by this remarkable fact of in- 
stinct? There is but one explana- 
tion and it is not gradual. develop- 
ment through the ages. It is crea- 
tion. As I have pointed out many 
times, these instincts are necessary 
for the life of the individual and for 
the propagation of the species. To 
be of use they must be perfect; 
an imperfect instance would result 
in the death of the animal. Con- 
sequently, it could not have been 
evolved or developed through thou- 
sands of years from a small, im- 
perfect beginning to its present 
perfect state. The only possible 
and logical explanation is that the 
first birds that appeared on earth 
found themselves fully equipped to 
do certain things, and to do them 
unconsciously and without any 


particular thought or plan. From 
what source could this gift come? 
Only one Source—God. 

I ask -you—is there anything 
wrong with my argument? If so 
let me know where the logic is 
faulty. No one has yet been able to 
offer any solution, apart from 
creation. Think of it another way. 
Suppose we say instinct has been 
gradually developed. Then, how 
long did the animals live without 
these instincts? Every one knows 
they are essential to their contin- 
ued life now. Imagine a bird, if you 
can, without any power to lay 
eggs, no knowledge of any of the 
intricacies of hatching and rearing 
young. She feels lonely; she would 
like some small children; how shall 
she get them? Can we by any 
stretch of a credulous imagination 
suppose that by thinking hard she; 
was able to devise the plan of: 
forming an egg inside her body, 
this egg required to take all the 
other difficult steps necessary for 
its structure, growth, birth, and 
rearing? 

Did she plan that the baby bird 
should have a tiny stiff cover for 
its beak with which to cut its way 
through the shell, and then toss 
the beak cover away because not 
required any further? It is too 
much for me, anyway I look at it. 

But with God in the picture, 
everything becomes easy and 
understandable. At least, we have 
a sufficient cause, even though we 
cannot grasp the miraculous way 
the cells carry out their predestin- 
ed work in order to complete the 
predetermined form. 

Why man should shy away from 
this truth is difficult to under- 
stand. To me, it is a thrilling, excit- 
ing, and magnificent revelation 
that this’ entire universe comes 
from the omnipotent hand of an 


—— 


Evangelist Bill Rice, associate editor, mounted on Stormy, a 
high-stepping mare recently brought from Texas for the Bill Rice 


Ranch at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 


Infinite Creator. Otherwise, every- 
thing is chaos, the blackness of 
darkness forever. But God is Light 
and in Him is no darkness at all. 
And Jesus said, “I am the Light of 
the world.” Physical darkness is 
dangerous, uncomfortable, and dis- 
tressing. We go to great expense 
and trouble to supply ourselves 
with lighting facilities. That is 
good and reasonable. 

Spiritual darkness is tremend- 
ously more dangerous. We know 
that the evil one prefers darkness 
rather than light because his deeds 
are evil. None of our scientists can 
supply us with SPIRITUAL light; 
it defies manufacture. It cannot 
be purchased, but it CAN be secur- 
ed as a free gift. Any seeking per- 
son—man, woman, child—can have 


‘it without money and without 


price, just for the asking. The ask- 
ing, of course, must be from the 
only Supplier of this precious com- 
modity—the Lord Jesus Christ. 
What about it—you who listen to 
my voice? 

Have you thought of yet another 
wonder of egglaying? Do you know 
that the moth and butterflies de- 
posit their eggs on the precise sub- 
stances, a cabbage leaf, for exam- 
ple, from which, not the butterfly 
herself, but the caterpillar which 
is to issue from her eggs, draws 
its necessary food. 


The butterfly cannot taste the 
cabbage. Cabbage is no food for 
her; yet, in the cabbage, and not 
by chance, but studiously and elec- 


| tively, she lays her eggs: There are 


also willow caterpillers. But we 
never find upon the willow a cater- 
pillar which prefers cabbage; nor 
on the cabbage, a caterpillar that 
prefers willow. 

How does the butterfly know 
which leaf the caterpiller, which 
hatches from her egg, will prefer. 
She was never taught because she 
never knew her own caterpillar 
form, nor has she ever had any 
communication with her butterfly 
parent. So it all breaks down into 
an absurdity. As a matter of fact 
the parent race is gone betore the 
new brood is hatched. 


Can the butterfly recall her 
caterpillar state, its tastes and 
habits? Does she know that the 
little round body which drops 
from her abdomen will produce 
a living creature, not like her- 
self at all, but like ‘the worm 
She remembers herself once to 
have been? Then, having indul- 
ged in these wise reflections, does 
she make definite provision for.an 
order of things which she con- 
cludes will sometime take place? 

I have asked enough questions, 
I’m sure. It is certain they cannot 
be answered. God asks many ques- 
tions also. He challenges us to find 


eae ‘any cause apart from Himself for 


the wonders of Nature. Listen! 
“Who hath put wisdom in the in- 
ward parts? Or who hath given 
understanding to the mind? ... 
Who provideth for the raven his 
prey when his young ones cry unto 
God? ...is it by thy wisdom that 
the hawk soareth and stretcheth 
her wings toward the south? Is it 
at thy command that the eagle 


After a time, from inside the shell, will 


come a perfect bird, 


mounteth up, and maketh her nest 
(on high ...on the cliff she dwell- |" 


eth, and maketh her home . .. she 
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EDITOR’S 
by John R. Rice 


Notes 


A fine Christian man in Buffalo, 
New York, said to the editor on 
January 1, ‘“‘We have been missing 
the ‘Editor’s Notes’ in THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD.” So busy, crowded 
for space. But we love to talk, to 
our friends and ask their prayers, 


Five-Day Christmas Week 
Revival 


From Sunday, December 19 
through Thursday, December 23, 
we were with Rev. Harold B. 
Sightler, radio preacher, in the 
large Tabernacle Baptist Church 
in Greenville, South Carolina, in 
a. Christmas week revival. The 
crowds were large. On Tuesday 
night more than fifty preachers 
attended the service, some of them 
driving 200 miles! 

Souls were saved, saints were 
revived, the fellowship was won- 
derfully sweet. The Tabernacle 
Baptist Church is an old-fashioned 
church that believes in heartfelt 
religion. There were shouts of 
praises to God, there was sincere 
happiness, enthusiastic spiritual 
Singing, and great interest in the 
preaching of. the Word. I had a 
delightful time with Brother 
Sightler. It was an honor to be 
with him. Services were broadcast 
twice daily. 

A special time of happiness dur- 
ing the week was a visit to Bob 
Jones University and dinner with 
the Drs. Bob Jones, Senior and 
Junior, and their families. Our be- 
loved friends are doing a tremen- 
dous work for this generation -and 
for Christ in Bob Jones University, 
and every remembrance of that 
great work brings thanksgiving to 
my heart! 

After closing Friday night, I 
caught a plane to Atlanta, sat four 
hours in the Atlanta airport, and 
then took a plane to Chicago. Mrs. 
Rice met me at. 5:20 am. on 
Christmas Eve morning. Then we 
drove to Wheaton, breakfast, and 
work in the Sword of the Lord 
office at my desk. Up all night, 
but thank God, I got some good 
work done, and I was with my 
family for the Christmas happi- 
ness! 


Grateful Thanks for 
Christmas Greetings 
and Gifts 
A flood of cards and letters 
bringing greetings and kind words 
has come from Europe, Africa, 
Asia, as well as from North and 
South America, and, I believe, 


(Continued on page 6) 
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spieth out the prey; her eyes be- 
hold it afar off.” 

Seeing all this we say with the 
Psalmist, “O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works; in wisdom hast 
thou made them all.” Do you be- 
lieve it? 

(From the book, MIRACLES OF SCI- 


ENCE, now out of print. We are sorry we 
cannot fill orders for it.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


| 
By Grace Rice MacMullen 


‘Another year is dawning; 
O Master, let it be 

In waiting or in working, 
Another year for Thee! 


For some years now I have 
spent the closing hours of the year 
in reading and meditating on some 
verses in Ephesians, which seem 
to represent a goal for me in be- 
ginning ‘a new year. Some things 
stand out one year, some things 
another, but always in these few 
chapters I find standards for 
Christian living that challenge me 
to try again to live my very best 
for Christ this year. 

Here are the resolutions I am 
prompted to make this year, from 
these particular passages: 


1. This year I want to have more 
understanding and’ enlightenment 
about God—'‘‘What is the exceed- 
ing greatness of his power,” ‘“wis- 
dom and revelation in the know- 
ledge of him,” “the hope of his 
calling,” and the “riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the 
saints’ (Eph. 1:17-19). 


.2. This year I need to know 
more of the love of God... .“being 
rooted and grounded in love,” hav- 
ing it become a part of me, and 
“able to comprehend...the 
breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height” of His love (Eph. 3: 
17-19). Then I want to have that 
love producing in my life “lowli- 
ness and meekness, with longsuf- 
fering, forbearing,” which is to be 
brought about by love (Eph. 4:2). 
How many things should be pro- 
duced by love we are told in these 
passages! Humility, as above; 
speaking the truth and growing up 
into Him (4:15); edifying of the 


_ body (vs. 16); and receiving know- 


‘edge from the love of Christ (3: 
19). 

3. To achieve a new measure of 
spiritual maturity—‘“grow up into 
him in all things” (4:15), seeking 
after righteousness and true holi- 
ness (vs. 24), able to understand 
the will of the Lord (5:17), and 
redeeming the time (5:16). 


4. This year I determine to be 
thankful! And it is not because 
I am writing a music article, but 
because I want it to be a theme 
of my life, that one of my resolu- 
tions is to fulfill Ephesians 5:19, 
20: 

“Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody 
im your heart to the Lord; Giwing 
thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


And because I always spill over 
into Philippians and Colossians to 
enjoy the good things there, when 
I start dwelling on these things 
from Ephesians, I will close this 
part of “Grace Notes’ with two 
verses which cover just about 
everything you do and need for 
the new year: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in. all wisdom; teach- 
ing and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. And whatso- 
ever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.”’—Col. 3:16, 17. 


New Gospel Dise Jockey 
Program Contemplated 


From Lexington, Kentucky, Rev. 
Clarence M. Yates writes me that 
he is interested in starting a pro- 
gram “on-the order of a religious 
music disc jockey.’ I know you 
join me in wishing Brother Yates 


success in this venture. I’m sure 


Christians of Lexington will back 
it up and that it will be a blessing 
to the city. Rev. Wendell Loveless 
has such a program on a secular 
station in Chicago, and it has be- 
come very popular. Each day from 
12:05 to 12:30, gospel recordings 
are played, with comments and 
poems interspersed in the par- 
ticularly effective style of Love- 
less, a veteran of two decades in 
Christian radio. We urge you to 
back up any such efforts ih your 


(Continued on page 8) 


Eddie Martin in City Auditorium in Colunnions. Mississippi, on Pai i night. At the same i some 1,200 people crowded the First 
Baptist Church where Eddie Martin spoke the same evening. 


HORACE J. PRICE of 824 Com- 
bo Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 
is available for either a week of 
revival services, showing film ser- 
mons by John R. Rice, Jesse Hend- 
ley, Dr. Oswald J. Smith, etce., or 
he will take Sunday night ser- 
vices within driving distance of 
Jackson, Mississippi. He may be 
repaid by freewill offerings. 
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EVANGELIST JOE MILLER of 
Maple Avenue, Camp Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, had a good meeting at 
Newton, Pennsylvania, with the 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. The pastor, Rev. John F. 
Ferrich, Jr., writes: 

“Brother Joe Miller began the 
meetings by challenging the Chris- 
tians of the church to begin pray- 
ing constantly for the lost, and to 
bring them out to the services 
where they could hear the Word 
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REPORTS We AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


of God. About the middle of the 
first week the Spirit of God really 
began to move in our midst, with 
over twenty-five different people 
of all age groups confessing Christ 
as Saviour and King of their lives. 
Christians were revived, many of 
the lost won to Christ, and the 
seed of the Gospel has been plant- 
ed in the hearts of many lives. 

“We rejoice in the ministry of 
Evangelist Joe Miller and pray for 
God's richest blessing to fall upon 
him as he continues to do God’s 
will. 

“God bless you, Brother Rice, 
for the work you are doing for 
Christ as an evangelist, and for 
your untiring efforts as_ editor 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD.” 
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EVANGELIST DEL FEHSEN- 

FELD of 452 Jarboe, Kansas City, 


Missouri, and song leader Harry 


An institution whether it be a 
church or a school is not Christian 
in a New Testament sense unless 
it exalts Jesus Christ to first place 
and teaches that the most impor- 
tant business of a Christian is to 
win lost sinners to our blessed 
Lord. Education is not Christian 
education if it neglects this empha- 
sis. From the time school opened 
last September until the students 
left for the Christmas holidays on 
December 17, according to the re- 
cords we have in the office of Dr. 
Gilbert Stenholm, dean of. the 
School of Religion, our students on 
weekend extension in seven states 
led more than twelve thousand 
people to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We read in the newspapers about 
great city-wide campaigns where 
there are possibly from a few hun- 
dred to maybe as many as four or 
five thousand people who have ac- 
cepted Christ. There is scarely a 
week that goes by when our stu- 
dents do not win approximately a 
thousand people to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We keep telling you Chris- 
tian people about this because we 
want to emphasize the importance 
of soul-winning, and Bob Jones Uni- 
versity is trying to hold up a real 
Gospel light in these dark days. 
It is not enough for an educational 
institution just to be orthodox, but 
many of them are not even ortho- 
dox. Christian institutions should 
put the emphasis where the New 
Testament puts it. Jesus came to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost. 


Bob Jones University’s scholastic 
standards, especially in its field of 
emphasis, are just as high as any 
school’s in America. It puts empha- 
sis on culture, efficiency, hard 
work, and discipline, but it puts 
the first emphasis on the import- 


te 7 , s * a“ 
< * a . 7 Pry te are + ESTE Pe Da CPt te 
* a yt Oey ou 2 oe has ogee pa pet ten rine Net wet ysad ton fe t ino 


ance of winning people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Now, if you are in- 
terested in that type institution, 
we want you to invest some of the 
Lord’s money in Bob Jones _Uni- 
versity in this year, 1955. ‘One- 
third of the money received is set 
aside for our Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund, and one-third goes into 
a fund to get the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth, and one-third is 
put into a reserve for the upkeep 
of property and the erection of 
new buildings. Now, some of you 
folks have been thinking for a 
long time about investing some 
money in Bob Jones University. 
Now, sit down and send some 
money at once. We will spend it 
carefully and prayerfully. We 
won’t waste any of it, We will use 
it for the purposes with which 
you are familiar. If you cannot 
send at this time a contribution, 
write us that you will send one 
later. You folks who have already 
sent money for the work, I feel 
sure, will continue to help us. We 
know we can depend on you. 
Please pray for us, Pray earnestly 
and daily that God will keep this 
institution and use it more and 
more for His glory. Please help us 
select as students the right kind 
of young people with the right 
kind of character, who can be 
trained for real honest-to-goodness 
Christian leadership. We, of course, 
want young people who by the 
grace of God will have enough 
character to be witnesses for our 
blessed Lord. 

Now remember, we are counting 
on you in 1955. Let us hear from 
you. Thank you and God bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, §S. C. 


(Advertisement). 


Some 450 people came forward 
ron a public invitation to accept 
Christ as Saviour, and were dealt 
with in the after-meetings, in a 
city-wide campaign in Columbus, 
Mississippi, in December. Evangel- 


Bundy, had a united révival cam- 
paign in Sidney, Montana,  re- 
cently. Rev, Otto Fiesel, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, gives us 
a nice report on that meeting. He 
Says the campaign “was one of 
the finest campaigns that we have 
experienced in Sidney. The spirit 
of co-operation was good and 
brought large crowds...from as 
far as 150 miles. We are grateful 
that there was a response to every 
invitation except two. Every co- 
operating church benefited in con- 
versions, an increase in Sunday 
School attendance and a revived 
membership.” The pastor reports 
great blessings “and above all a 
rgoodly number of conversions.” 

EVANGELIST PETER RUCK- 
MAN, Taylors, S. C., writes: 

“In a meeting held at the Wil- 
son Ave. Baptist Church in Mobile, 
about 30 received Christ as Sav- 
iour and there were about 20 addi- 
tions to the church. In a 24%2-week 
effort at the Cove Baptist Church 
in Pawama City, Fla., there were 
22 decisions to receive Christ, 4 
of them being people who drove 
over 40 miles upon seeing the TV 
chalk-talks of the Gospel. In both 
meetings there were many rededi- 
more, ae, Jan. 2-16.” 

EVANGELIST JACK YOST, 
Berwick, Pennsylvania, recently 
had revival services at Com- 
munity Baptist Church, Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. Pastor Harry L. 
Lindsay, Jr., writes about Evangel- 
ist Yost: 

“We were delighted with his ser- 
vice. His preaching was unique, 
sincere and captivating. Above all 
he is a tireless soul winner with 
a burden her the wee. 6 

EVANGELIST PAUL LEVIN 
and SINGER BOB FINLEY of 
Carlock, Illinois, were in revival 
services at CaWwary Baptist 
Church, Hazel Park, Michigan, 
November 21 to 28. Rev. Harold 
Moran, the assistant pastor, writes 
that the meetings were exception- 
ally good with very unusual re- 
sults. On Friday of that week, 
special prayer was held all day. A 
great breaking-out revival came 
in three days. Brother Moran said, 
“We had 110 decisions and 44 of 
them were for salvation.” 
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EVANGELIST EDDIE WAG- 
NER, North Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, recently closed a two- 
week meeting with Mayflower 
Bible Church, South Bend, In- 
diana. Pastor Robert F. Nitz 
writes: “One of the most valu- 
able aspects of the meeting was 
a half hour each evening before 
the service that was restricted to 
the young people and devoted to 
the discussion of youth problems. 
There were 43 decisions for Sal- 
vation, 16 new tithers, 8 new fam- 
ily altars....I’m happy to recom- 
mend his ministry. He loves the 
Lord and preaches the Word 
plainly and forcefully.” 


Eddie Martin at Columbus, Mis. 


Baptist Association of Churches, County Wide, in Columbus, 
Mississippi, Sponsored Evangelist Eddie Martin in 
City-Wide Campaign in Columbus 
Armory in December 


cations. My next meeting is in At- 


ist Eddie Martin reports that the 
Columbus Armory, seating. 2,200, 
was filled repeatedly. On the 
second and third Sunday nights 
the Armory was full and the Frist 
Baptist Church auditorium was 
full at the same time, for double- 
header meetings. Special assembly 
programs were held in the schools 
over the county. Some of the co- 
operating churches received more 
converts by baptism during the 
two weeks than they received all 
of the preceding year. 

Evangelist Eddie Martin per- 
sonally dealt with over 3,000 
people who responded to the sal- 
vation invitation in his campaigns 
during the last year. Seven were 
united city-wide efforts. Four were 
single church campaigns. He has 
engaged his time for 1955 in a 
similar program. 


FLY TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS 
in a 35-day Tour with 
THE TEMPLE TOUR TO 
BIBLE LANDS 
July 15 - Ang. 18, 1955 
For Information write 
Dr. George A. E. Salstrand 
Tennessee Temple Schools 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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SHADOW of DEATH 


+ 
by Tom Watson, dr. 


“Tq give light to them 


. that sit in darkness and 
eee in the shadow of death 
eee =. ww? LK. 18 
“Form two lines!” barked the 

Chinese Communist soldier. “Re- 

nounce the Christian faith and 

you may line up here and go 
free. Those who insist on follow- 
ing this ‘Jesus’ will line up here 

—and we will blow out your 

brains!” Which line would you 

have joined? Many were faithful 
unto death. 

Thank God for the opportunity 
which is ours at last—ihat of 
beaming via a powerful radio 


q 
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signal the Gospel of Christ and 
the message of the Free World to 
those who literally “sit in dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death.” 
We have the license now to 
construct a 20,000 watt broadcast- 
ing station near Seoul. God Him- 
self has opened this door, and we 
believe He will stir your heart 
to give. 
Send for a helpful free map ex- 
plaining this missionary. oppor- 
tunity. pimapty write to: 
| Dept. S-13. 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 


i ial 
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2839 W. Mclean Ave., Chicago 47, Ill. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Friday, January 21, 1955 — 


Prayer--Asking and Receiving 


(Continued from page 1) 


forever,” says Hebrews 13:8. And 
even so, God is in all generations, 
the same God Who delights to 
hear, and does hear, and answers 
prayer. 
“O thou that hearest prayer, 
unto thee shall all flesh come,” 
said the Psalmist. God hears the 
prayers of all flesh. He just as 
willingly hears the prayers of a 
Gentile as of a Jew. God, Who is 
the Creator of all alike, is eager to 
hear the prayer of every living 
soul. And He is as willing to hear 
the prayer of one generation as 
another. He was delighted with 
the prayers of Enoch, who walked 
and talked with Him, and took him 
on to Heaven bodily, translating 
him that he should not die. He 
heard the prayer of Abraham, 
the ‘“‘friend of God,” and delivered 
Lot from Sodom and gave Abra- 
ham the longed-for child of his 
old age. Later it was His delight 
to answer the prayers of Elijah, 
raising the dead, sending fire from 
Heaven, giving drouth and then 
rain, and then taking him to 
Heaven. He heard the prayer of 
Daniel, a captive, in far-off 
Babylon, and with the nation in 
disgrace, just as readily, and re- 
vealed to him King Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream, and delivered Dan- 
iel from the lion’s den, just as He 
Gelivered the other three Hebrew 
children from the fiery furnace. 
What did it matter to God whether 
the prayer was before the flood 
or after with Enoch and Abra- 
ham? It did not affect the answer 
to prayer that Elijah was in the 
land of Canaan and Daniel a cap- 
tive in Babylon. So in the New 
Testament, God heard the prayer 
of the -Canaanitish woman, the 
prayer of the Italian centurion, 
Cornelius, as readily as He heard 
the prayer of Peter, the chief 
apostle. He heard the prayer of 
the dying thief, or the publican 
in the temple, or the fallen wo- 
man, as readily as the prayer of 
the upright and godly. If there 
are ever conditions that hinder 
prayer, the conditions are on the 
part of the one who prays and not 
on God’s part. God is the unchang- 
ing God Who hears prayer, the 
God Who longs to answer pray- 
er, the God Who in all generations 


——-_ 


and with all kinds of people eager- 
ly listens to prayer. It is a part 
of His nature, as are His mercy, 
His justice, His righteousness, His 
omnipotence. “O thou that hear- 
est prayer, unto thee shall all 
flesh come.” 


God hears prayer even for the 
unsaved in many cases. In his 
helpful little book, Praying in the 
Holy Spirit, Dr. H. A. Ironside 
says: 

“Prayer is almost universal in 
mankind. ‘O Thou that hearest 
prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh 
come.’ Unsaved men pray. All 
nations pray. It is the’sense of 
need, of weakness, that leads men 
to cry out for help to a Higher 
Power; and it is wrong to Say, as 
some have said, that the prayers 
of unconverted people are never 
heard. The man whom our Lord 
healed of his blindness said, ‘We 
know that God heareth not sin- 
ners.’ This is true, in the sense 
that he meant it. But the cases of 
Hagar, in the wilderness, the 
heathen mariners mentioned in 
Jonah, and other similar instances 
must not be. overlooked. It is 
wrong and foolish to try to set 
bounds to the mercy of God. He 
who hears the prayer of the young 
ravens when they cry for food, 
hears. the agonized heart-cries of 
troubled men who are of ‘more 
value than many sparrows’ in His 
eyes. Both Scripture and history 
testify to prayers answered in 
wondrous grace, even when those 
who prayed were ignorant of the 
One to whom their entreaties were 
directed. It is in the very nature 
of God to answer prayer, even for 
unworthy creatures. 


II. It Is Impossible to Come to 
God or to Please Him With- 
out Believing That He Is 
a Prayer-Hearing 
and a Prayer- 
Answering 
God 
How jealous God is of His repu- 
tation for hearing and answering 
prayer! In Hebrews 11:6, we are 
told, 
“But without faith it is tmpos- 
sible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that 
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Church in Chattanooga, 


Dr. John R. Rice’s Book, 


Word.” 


store. 


tions to servicemen overseas. 


Dr. Lee Roberson says: 


“One of the Greatest 
... Ever Written” 


Dr. Roberson, dynamic pas- 
tor of the Highland Baptist 
Ten- 
nessee, and president of Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools, said of 


Prayer—aAsking and Receiving: 

“I read Dr. Rice’s book on prayer 
when it first came from the press. I 
consider it one of the greatest books 
on the subject ever written. I have 
recommended it to hundreds of peo- 
ple, both young and old. It will 
strengthen every Christian who 
reads it, and will bring one to pray 
according to the teaching of the 


And so it will! A book on prayer 
that did not teach the reader to 
pray according to the Bible would not be much of a book! Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving is an honest, factual presentation of the 
scriptural instruction concerning prayer with a host of real 
illustrations from the author’s life proving the promises. You 
may order it direct from the Sword of the Lord Publishers 
(adding 15 cents for postage and handling) for only $2.50, or 
you may get it at the same price, $2.50, from your favorite book 


But now we have printed a special edition of this popular 
book in paper binding to give to our friends who help us in the 
current subscription campaign. A free paper bound copy will 
be sent for each 3 yearly subscriptions (or one 3-year subscrip- 
tion) to THE SworD OF THE LorD and $5 sent to us. We will give 
a copy of the regular clothbound edition free with each 6 yearly 
Subscriptions (or two 3-year subscriptions) sent in for $10, or 
you may have 2 copies of the special paper edition, if you pre- 
fer, with subscriptions at the 6-for-$10 rate. Remember that 
Canadian and foreign subscriptions must be 50c each extra due 
to additional postage rates, but this does not apply for subscrip- 


Be sure and read Chapter One of Prayer—Asking and Re- 
ceiving, “A Prayer-Hearing God,’ which appears in this issue 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Next week we will print Chapter 
Two and each successive chapter week by week until the book 
has been completely printed in THE Sworp. Subscribe for your 
friends so they can read it! Order copies for distribution! 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
_ Wheaton, Illinois 
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Dr. Lee Roberson . 
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he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” 


Here we are told that before 
anyone can come to God he must 
believe two things: first he must 
believe that there is a God, and 
second, he must believe that God 
is a rewarder of them that. dili- 
gently seek him, that is, that God 
hears and answers prayer. No one 
can come to God, no one can be 
saved, no one can please God, ex- 
cept they believe God answers 
prayer! 

Here we see what faith is. 
“Without faith it is impossible to 
please -him.” And this faith simply 
means that one believes that there 
is a God and believes that He 
hears and answers. prayer, In 
faith about a=. particular 
matter it means confidence that 
there is a God Who will hear 
prayer about this particular mat- 
ter. But there is no faith that 
does not involve a real confidence 
in the prayer-hearing and prayer- 
answering nature of God. One 
cannot know God, except as he 
comes to know this blessed attri- 
bute of His; He is a God Who 
hears prayer! 


Is it strange, that the one at- 
tribute of God everyone must ac- 
‘knowledge before coming to Him 
is the attribute of hearing and an- 
swering prayer? When one comes 
to God, he is not required, neces- 
to think of God as the 
Creator. He is not required, neces- 
sarily, to think of God’s attributes 
and qualities. They are all in- 
volved enough in this quality of 
hearing and answering prayer, 
that when one believes that God 
“is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him,” then they know 
enough about God to come to 
Him and please Him and receive 
His blessing! In other words, this 
quality of hearing and answering 
prayer is the one God most wants 
to be known. This is the very 
heart of God’s nature. This. re- 
veals His power, His wisdom, His 
grace, His holiness. There is a 
God, and He answers prayer. That 
sums up all the creed absolutely 
necessary to please God and come 
to Him. All the other things are 
implied and understood if you 
know that much about our in- 
finite, blessed, merciful, prayer- 
hearing and _  prayer-answering 
God! 


It becomes clear, then, that 
when we limit God’s willingness to 
answer prayer, we are guilty of 
a horrible sin of unbelief. Those 
who lay so much stress on natural 
law and intimate that God Himself 
is a servant of nature, limited by 
rules He Himself has laid down, 
are guilty of minimizing faith, and 
so are displeasing God and cannot 
draw as near to Him as they 
should. To teach, as some do, that 
in former dispensations God was 
more ready to answer, more will- 
ing to show wonders and signs to 
His glory in answer to prayer, is 
striking at the very dignity of 
God’s character, is unbelief in His 
essential nature as the prayer- 
hearing God. 


Some people believe that God was 
more willing to send rain or other 
physical, material, earthly  bless- 
ings to the Jews in answer to 
their prayers than He is willing to 
send the same blessings on Gentile 
Christians in this age. They speak 
as if God had limited Himself 
to earthly blessings to Jews, under 
the law, and now limits Himself 
to give only spiritual blessings to 
Christians under grace. But that 
would mean that the Jews would 
have only half a God and we would 
have the other half of a God! To 
limit God in His willingness to 
hear and to answer prayer for 
those who diligently seek Him is 
unbelief in the very nature of 
God Himself! To believe that in 
apostolic times God was more 
willing to work miracles than He 
is today, again limits God: We 
ought rather to put the limitation 
on men and frankly confess that 
we have not because we ask not, 
that we ask amiss that we might 
consume it on our lusts (James 
4:2, 3). We ought frankly to con- 
fess that our unbelief makes us 
unfit to receive the blessings 
which the apostles and New Testa- 
ment Christians often receive. But 
we ought never to believe nor in- 
+timate that God has changed His 
plan or His willingness to hear 
and answer the prayers of those 
who diligently seek Him, ~ those 
who trust Him. 

There are dispensations in some 


little arbitrary matters of God’s 


dealings with men. Once there 
were animal .sacrifices, as type 
and symbol of faith in a coming 
Saviour. Now “there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins” (Heb. 10: 
26). Once Jews were forbidden to 
eat certain kinds of meat as cere- 
‘monially unclean toethem. Now 
“every creature of God is good, 
and nothing to be refused, if it be 
received with thanksgiving: for it 
is sanctified by the word of God 
and prayer” (I Timothy 4:4, 5). 
Once Jewish boys were to be cir- 
cumcised, but now “neither cir- 
cumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision” (Gal. 5:6). Once 
there was a Jewish sabbath, Satur- 
day, and other ceremonial laws, 
which Jews were to observe as a 
shadow of the coming Christ. But 
Christ has already come and. this 
handwriting of ordinances has 
been taken out of the way and 
nailed to the cross of Christ, so 
that now no Christian is to be 
judged concerning “meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holy- 
day, or of the new moon, or of 
the sabbath days” (Colossians 2: 
16). 


I say in small and arbitrary 
matters, God had dispensations in 
His dealings with men. The Holy 
Spirit once was with Christians 
and now dwells in Christians 
(John 14:17). The change came 
when Jesus was glorified at His 
resurrection (John 7:37-39;. John 
20:22). I say there are such dis- 
pensational changes, in some mat- 
ters; but in the great fundamen- 
tals that are a part of the very 
nature of God, there are no dis- 
pensations. God Himself. cannot 
change. He never did; He never 
will. 


God always saved people by 
faith in Christ, no other way, in 
the Old Testament or in the New 
(Acts 10:43). God has always 
been holy, always has been. al- 
mighty, always has been merciful; 
and so God has always been the 
God Who hears and answers pray- 
er. This was understood by the 
Psalmist when he cried, under in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, “O 
thou that hearest prayer, unto 
thee shall all flesh come” (Psalm 
65:2). This is why “he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them 


that diligently seek him,’ as stated 
in Hebrews 11:6. The unchanging, 


immutable, everlasting God is a> 


God Who always has been anxious 
to hear, and able and willing and 
mighty to answer the prayers of 
those who earnestly seek Him, 
those who trust Him. 


III. Every Attribute of God Is 
Implied in the Fact That 
He Hears and Answers 

Prayer — 
When one understands that God 
hears and answers prayer, then he 
can faintly perceive all the attri- 


butes, all the nature of God. All | 


the other qualities or attributes 
or characteristics of God are im- 
plied when we understand that 
He answers prayer. 

First, a prayer-hearing God is 
a living God. He is not an idol 
of wood, or stone, or paper. When 
the priests of Baal on mount Car- 
mel cried out to their- god, “O 
Baal, hear us,” there was none 
that answered nor that regarded 
(I Kings 18:26). An idol has eyes, 
but it sees not. It has ears, but 
it hears not. It has a mouth, but 
it speaks not. A God Who hears 
prayer is a living God. 

Second, a_ prayer-hearing and 
prayer-answering God is an all- 
knowing God, omniscient. Does 
God hear the cry of millions of His 
people in all countries, in all 
languages, at the same time? Does 
He even know the hearts of the 
suppliants? Does He see the faith, 


(Continued on page 5) 
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r (@ontinued from page 4)} 
does He know the sincerity, or 
perceive the hypocrisy in the 
hearts of those who pray? Then 
He is a limitless God Who knows 
all things! 


Third, if God is able to answer. 


prayer, then He has all power in 
Heaven and earth. If God answers 
prayer for rain, He must control 
the weather. If God answers pray- 
er about crops, He must control 
the sun, the insects, the moisture, 
and even the germ of life in the 


seed itself. Does God answer pray- 


er about health? Then God must 
have in His hand every corpuscle 
in the blood, every nerve, every 
process of metabolism in the hu- 
man body! Does God answer pray- 
er about revival, or about the 
conversion of a sinner? Then God 
must have influence on the very 
souls and consciences and wills of 
men! If God answered the prayer 


of Joshua that the sun might] 


stand still in its relation to the 
earth for about the space of a 
day (Joshua 10:12, 13), then God 
eontrols the whole infinite uni- 
verse. He answers prayer; He has 
infinite power, limitless power. 

Fourth, if God answers prayer 
and has such infinite wisdom, such 
almighty power, then He Himself 
must be the Creator. There could 
be none other as powerful, there 
could be none to dispute His right, 
there could be none other to limit 
His work or cross His will. Then 
the God Who answers prayer, in 
the very nature of the case, is 
the Creator of thé heavens and 
earth. 

Fifth, the God Who answers 
prayer, then, is a miracle-working 
God. To believe that God is a re- 
warder of them that diligently 
seek Him; means that one has 
faith in all that is ever claimed 
for God. If there is a God Who 
hears and answers prayers, in the 
sense of the Bible, then of very 
necessity His work is miraculous, 
not ordinary, but 
extraordinary; not human, but 
divine; not limited, but infinite 
in scope. 

“Does God work miracles to- 
day?” someone asks. And the an- 
swer is, Yes, if He is the God Who 
rewards those that diligently seek 
Him, if He is still the God Who 


hears and answers prayer, then 


His ordinary and natural way of 
in answering = prayer 
would be by miracles. Every soul 
Saved is @ supernatural act, not 
a natural one. Every time God in- 
tervenes and controls nature or 
changes a plan to make it rain 
when it otherwise would not have 
rained, and does it because some- 
one prayed, then that is a miracle. 
Every time a person gets well in 
answer to prayer, when otherwise 
he would not have gotten well, 
it is a miracle, a divine interven- 
tion in natural affairs. As the 
late Dr. Blanchard, president of 
Wheaton College, said in one of 
his books, “If there be a God, He 
must act like a God.’ A God works 
miracles. A God Who would 
cease to work miracles would 
cease to be a God, in the Bible 
sense, that is, a personal God Who 
personally hears and answers the 
prayer of faith. 

Sixth, if God answers prayer, 
then He is a God of infinite love 
and mercy! God knows none of 
us deserve to have our prayers 
answered. We poor sinners deserve 
onty condemnation, and forsaking 
and punishment of. death! But 
God loves sinners. His mercy is 
boundless. “Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound’ 
(Romans 5:20). If there is a God 
Who rewards those who diligently 
seek Him, that is, Who hears and 
answers the cry, the faith, the 
need of human beings, then God 
would give His Own Son to atone 
for sin and make it so He could 
righteously forgive sin and save 
Sinners and keep them out of 
Hell, and make them into His own 
image and have them forever with 
Him in Heaven! Ah, when one 
really believes that God is a pray- 
er-heariig, prayer-answering God, 
he has the secret to the very heart 
of God, and he can dimly see and 


outline all the graces and powers 


and majesty of the infinite God! 
A God Who hears and answers 
prayer is a true God. Any god who 
does not hear and answer prayer 
has not the pawer and the grace 
to create, or support the world, or 
to love and seek and save lost 
sinners. 


Prayer--Asking and Receiving 


With these things in mind we 
can understand how God longs to 
be known by the title, “O thou 
that hearest prayer!” and how no 
one can please Him, no one can 
come to Him without believing 
that He is a God Who hears and 
answers the prayer of those who 
diligently seek Him! 


IV. Nature Itself Points to a 
Benevolent God Who Hears 
and Answers Prayer 

All nature speaks of a benevolent 
God, a God Who made man, Who 
loves him, and Who wants to pro- 
vide all his needs. In fact, the 
Same Psalm 65 which gives God 
the title, “O thou that hearest 
prayer,’ goes straight from the 
theme of answered prayer to the 
theme of the bounty of God in 
nature, and it ends on that theme. 
Verses 9 to 13 say: 

“Thou visitest the earth, and 
waterest it: thou greatly enrichest 
it with the river of God, which is 
full of water: thou preparest them 
corn, when thou hast so provided 
for it. Thou waterest the ridges 
thereof abundantly: thow settlest 
the furrows thereof: thou makest 
it soft with showers: thou blessest 
the springing thereof. Thou crown- 
est the year with thy goodness; 
and thy paths drop fatness. They 
drop upon the pastures of the wil- 
derness: and the little hills re- 
joice on every side. The pastures 
are clothed with flocks; the val- 
leys also are covered over with 
corn; 
sing.” 

The Psalmist speaking “by the 
Holy Spirit seems to say that the 
God Who loves to answer man’s 
prayers has anticipated so many 
of his needs; has watered the 
ground that was dry and needed 
water, and has given to the hungry 
flocks the pasture and has covered 
the valleys with corn for man and 
beast, and these pastures and val- 
leys shout and sing of the benevo- 
lent, loving mercy of God! The 
theme of Psalm 104 is God’s care 
for the cattle of the earth and 
for mankind through nature. 

“He causeth the grass fo grow 
for the cattle, and herb for the 
service of nun: that he may bring 
forth food out of the earth; and 
wine that‘meketh glad the heart of 
man, and otf to make his face to 
shine, and bread which strengthen- 
eth man’s heart” (Psalm 104:14, 
15.) 

“The high hills are a refuge for 


the wild goats; and the rocks for 


the conies” (verse 18). 

“The young lions roar after their 
prey, and seek their meat from 
God’! (verse 21). 

And then of the beasts even of 
the sea, we are told that 

“These wait all upon thee; that 
thou mayest give them their meat 
in due season. That thou givest 
them they gather: thow openest 
thine hand, they are filled with 
good (verses 27, 28). 

The God that made the animals 
makes food ~for them. The God 
Who made the plants causes the 
rain to fall for them and the sun 
to shine upon them. The God Who 
made the honeybees, made the 
flowers for them. For every living 
thing there is a place, a food, a 
protection, a provision, from the 
hand. of an infinite God. And. .do 
not these things show that where 
there is a want, a need, a desire, 
God wants to fill it? Where there 
is a hunger, God wants to satisfy 
it. 3 
This benevolent, loving, all-pro- 
viding care of man begins as soon 
as a child is born, yea, long before 
it. Before the baby is born, God 
has prepared the’ mother’s breasts, 
and then a few hours after child- 
birth, the mother’s breasts begin 
to prepare milk; and the instinc- 
tive seeking of the little pucker- 
ing lips for food is satisfied in the 
mother’s arms and-over the moth- 
er’s heart! And God*has provided 
in nature every kind of food to 
balance the diet and supply ‘the 
need of man. Recently scientists 
were amazed to find there is a 
thiamine (or a vitamin) to prevent 
and cure beri-beri, one for scurvy, 
and one for rickets. God has pre- 
pared insulin for the need of the 
diabetic person. There is no need 
of the human body but that God 
has prepared it, and it only awaits 
the finding and applying of man- 
kind! 

s mankind feel the sex in- 
a surging within him, the need 


they shout for joy, they. also’ 


and cry for a mate? So God has 
given woman to complement man, 
and marriage as the fulfillment of 
man’s desire and need. 

As soon as there begins some 
shortage of wood on the earth, 
man discovers that the bowels of 
the earth are full of coal which 
God has laid by for man’s use! By 
the time man has invented an in- 
ternal combustion engine (the or- 
dinary gas or gasoline engine), it 
is discovered that infinite lakes of 
petroleum have been stored up 
for man’s need! When man needed 
iron for tools, he discovered it 
was already provided, and then 
learned that God had provided 
alloys to make the hardest steel. 
And now that man longs for a 
lighter metal, rust-proof, it is dis- 
covered that there are giant stores 
of bauxite, the ore from which 
aluminum is made. The earth 
proves that God loves man, longs 
to bless him, longs to provide 
every need of mankind! 


The whole earth shows it was 
deliberately . planned by infinite 
wisdom,, just to fit man’s needs. 
Suppose that the diameter of the 
earth had been 10,000 miles in- 
stead of 8,000 miles: Then the 
mass would have been almost 
doubled and gravity would have 
been about twice as great. A 
man who now weighs 170 pounds, 
of exactly the same size, and with 
the same muscles, would weigh 
332 pounds! His muscles would 
not be strong enough to lift him- 
self, his stomach would not be 
big enough to hold enough food 
to provide strength. Life would be 
intolerable or impossible. Or if 
the diameter of the earth were 
only 6,000 miles instead of 8,000, 
only 2,000 miles less, the gravity 
would be so much less that air 
would be much lighter and rarer. 
Instead of weighing 14.7 pounds 
to the square inch, the air pressure 
(and density) would be only 6.2 
pounds. But men cannot live with- 
out an oxygen tank where the 
air is\ less than 7.3 pounds to the 
square inch. Life would be impos- 
sible on this earth if it had not 
been tailored exactly to fit man’s 
needs. God made it just the right 
size. Or if three-fourths of the 
earth’s surface were covered- by 
land instead of by water as now, 
then the earth would be simply a 
giant desert, with fringes. of 
vegetation around the _— seas; 
and the variation of tempera- 
tures would be so great it 
would be impossible for mankind 
to live! Or if God had made 
the surrounding atmosphere with 
another element instead of oxygen, 
neither animal nor man_ could 
breathe. And if the water were 
not made of oxygen and hydrogen, 


there would be no living thing in. 


seas and lakes and rivers. Do not 
these things suggest that God is 
a God Who in His very nature 
longs to provide what mankind 
needs? 


Nature does not tell of Calvary 
and redemption, but it does point 
to an infinitely merciful, benevo- 
lent, loving God, Whose heart is 
open to mankind. He Who clothes 
the lilies of the field and notes the 
fall of the sparrow is the God 
Who hears and answers prayers of 
those who diligently seek Him 
and who trust Him. James 1:17 
says, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning.” 
God never varies, in any age, nor 
with any people, from His constant 
watchfulness to give what men 
need, what their hearts cry out 
for, what will make them happy 
and good. And does not that mean 
that by very nature God is pre- 
disposed to hear the cry of men 
and is lovingly concerned about 
whatever want or desire or need 
is felt by any contrite heart who 
seeks God’s face? 

Then if God be a God Who hears 
and answers prayer, let us pray! 
Prayer, then, becomes the most 
compelling Christian duty. God 
never commanded us to sing with- 
out ceasing, nor preach without 
ceasing, nor give without ceasing, 
nor work without ceasing; but 
He did command, “Pray wrthout 
ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17). The 
apostles after Pentecost demand- 
ed the selection of deacons that 
the apostles might give them- 
selves to prayer, and the ministry 
of the word (Acts 6:4). Not first 
the preaching, but first that they 
should give themselves to prayer! 

When Solomon built the temple 
at Jerusalem and dedicated it to 


(Continued from page 1). 


work appears to be finished the 
potter takes it in his hands and 
examines it with critical eye, and, 
as a shade of disappointment 
passes over his face, he crushes 
the vessel in his hands, places it 
upon the wheel once more and 
makes it over again. 


The Divine Potter 


There were but two lines of 
operation open to him in fashion- 
ing the vessel. One was to leave 
it in its imperfect condition, which 
was doubtless caused by some im- 
perfection in the clay, but the 
vessel would then have been of 
the commoner sort; the other was 
to remove the obstruction to the 
working out of his plans and make 
a vessel which might have been 
used in the king’s palace. 

Jeremiah is most interested in 
this work, and at once his mind 
turns to Israel, and he exclaims, 
“Then the word of the Lord came 
to me, saying, O house of Israel, 
cannot _I do with you as this 
potter? saith the Lord. Behold, 
as the clay is in the potter’s hand, 
so are ye in mine hand, O house 
of Israel.” 

This is an oft-used figure in the 
Bible; both in the Old Testament 
and in the New we find it. Isaiah 
uses it when he says, “But now, 
© Lord, thou art our father; we 
are the clay and thou our potter; 
and we all are the work of thy 
hand.” And St. Paul makes use 
of the same figure when he ex- 
claims, “Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dis- 
honour? What if God, willing to 
shew his wrath, and to make his 
power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the _ vessels. of 
wrath fitted to destruction: And 
that he might make known the 
riches of his glory on the vessels 
gf mercy, which he had afore pre- 
pared unto glory?” 

If this illustration is to apply to 


God, God did not say He would 
be listening for the songs of the 
antiphonal choirs, nor watching 
for the smoke of the altars where 
many sacrifices should be offered; 
but God said, “Now mine eyes 
shall be open, and mine ears at- 
tent unto the prayer that is made 
in this place” (II Chron. 7:15). 


Then in Isaiah 56:7 God said, “For | 


mine house shall be called an 
house of prayer for all people.” 
And Jesus quoted this Scripture 
as recorded in Matthew and in 
Mark and in Luke. The temple 
was primarily a house of prayer 
for all people. Back of all the 
preaching, the praying, the pro- 
phesying, the singing; back of all 
religious observances, God intend- 
ed there should be a living faith 
in a God Who hears and answers 
prayer, and thus that men should 
call upon the name of the Lord! 
There is no pleasing of God with- 
out prayer! God is the God Who 
hears prayer. ‘‘Without faith it is 
impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe 
that he iss AND THAT HE IS A 
REWARDER OF THEM THAT 
DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM” (Heb. 
11:6). 
o, Thou God Who hearest pray- 
* put it in our hearts to believe 
Thee, and to pray! 
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our experience, then we are the 
clay and God is the Potter. If He 
is given the right of way in shap- 
ing our lives, they can but please 
Him, and they must be beautiful 
in His sight. The clay is not_at- 
tractive in itself, but when the 
hands of the potter touch it, and 
the thought of the potter is 
brought to bear upon it, and the 
plan of the potter is worked out 
in it and through it, then there is 
a real transformation. 


The Sinner Regenerated 

One day in the city of Venice, 
I went into a great Venetian glass 
storeroom. The finished work I 
saw there was superbly beautiful, 
but my friend by my side insisted 
that I go into the workroom, 
which seemed uninteresting 
enough until I beheld one of the 
glass blowers blowing upon the 
glass and saw it take shape as 
his mind influenced it and his will 
formed it, and, aS I stood gazing 
upon him, as fine a bit of Venetian 
work as I have ever seen was in 
his hands. What the glass blower 
can do through the glass, God can 


do in our lives, if we but give 
Him an opportunity. 
This is to me an illustration 


of regeneration. I was preaching 
(Continued on page 6) 
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A Life Made Over 


(Continued from page 5) 
in a New York village one even- 


ing several years ago, when an 


old man, who for sixteen years 
had not been in the church, came 
to the service to hear “the sing- 
er sing.”’ He was a hopeless and 
helpless drunkard, his children had 
forsaken him and his wife was 
dead. He was the first to lift his 
hand when I made the appeal and 
the first to go into the aftermeet- 
ing as I gave the invitation. I saw 
him kneel; I heard him breathe 
out a prayer of penitence and con- 
fession, and watched him as he 
arose an absolutely changed man. 
I have known him for years, and 
he has never swerved from the 
path of duty and privilege open 
before the Christian. The man who 
was once despised is now respect- 
ed, and the outcast of other days 
is the reputable citizen of today. 
This is but another illustration of 
the potter and the clay. 


Out of Tune With Christ 


On the day of our conversion we 
yielded to God, for men are con- 
verted when they say “I will’ to 
Him, and only then; and when we 
begin the Christian life we place 
ourselves in His hands and He is 
supposed to direct our every step; 
but the Christian experience of 
some of us has not been altogether 
satisfactory. There may have been 
some imperfections which have 
strengely influenced us, some sec- 
ret sin which we would not give 
up. We may have had some contro- 
versy with Him regarding the fol- 
lowing out of His plan for our 
lives, and thus the life which 
began so. well is marred, the har- 
mony seems to be gone and we 
are out of tune. We are Chris- 
tians, but in experience we are 
joviess. We are likewise fruitless, 
and we are also shorn of power. 
We long to be holy, but know 
we are not. We desire to be pure 
in heart, but we are conscious of 
our weakness. We know the value 
of fellowship with Him, but we are 
still in bondage. 

It is a comforting thing to know 
that with this consciousness of 
failure we are still in the Potter’s 
hands. If we do not yield to His 
will and let Him make us over, 
we shall continue to be shorn of 
peace and power and _ blessing, 
and the vessel will be marred and 
unfit for the best use of the King. 
But we ought to learn the lesson 
-from the potter and the clay, that 
God can make us over if we will 
but let Him. God would and man 
would not is the secret of many 

a failure. 

In crossing the continent to the 
Pacific coast at one time, I was 
urged to go by the Santa Fe Rail- 
road and was ticketed in the 
special Limited Express. The jour- 
ney was fine and the equipment 
was palatial, and all went well 
until we came to the desert; and 
then, although every ventilator 
wes closed, every window shut and 
every blind drawn down to save 
us from the glare of the sun upon 
the sand, the journey was most 
trying. 


A Plan for Every Life 


Opposite my section sat a man 
who continually raised the blind 
and looked out of the window. The 
porter quite as often drew the 
blind down. I went over to talk 
with him and complain of the 
journey and to say that I wished 
I had gone by the mountains. He 
looked at me as if I was bereft 
of reason and said, “This is the 
“most wonderful trip in the world.” 
I left him almost with disgust. 
My annoyance and discomfort all 
the time increased, and after a 
while, wearied more and more 
by the journey, I went back to 
talk with him again. Among other 
things, I asked him his business, 
and, as he threw up the window 
blind, he said, witha smile, “I 
‘am an irrigator; and that,” said 
he, “is why the journey is wonder- 
ful, for if I could turn the water 
in on this desert I could make 
it blossom like the rose.” I ‘went 
back to my seat, having learned 
my lesson: that all that God re- 
quired was to have the right of 
Way in my life and turn the water 
in and the result would be victory. 

God has a plan for every life. 
Jeremiah did not know what was 
gn the mind of the potter, but we 
know what is in God’s mind for 
ws. “For whom he did foreknow, 


he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren” (Rom. 8: 
29). And again: ‘Not that I have 
already obtained, or am already 
made perfect; but I press on, if 
so be that I may lay hold on that 
for which also I was laid hold on 
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12). 
And nothing less than this can 
satisfy God, and when we see Him 
face to face we shall have joy in 
His presence just in the proportion 
as we have followed out His direc- 
tions. 


The years of man are the looms 
of God, 
Let down from the place of the 
sun, 
Wherein we are weaving always, 
Till the mystic web is done. 


And when the task is ended 
And the web is turned and 
shown, 
We shall hear 
Master; 
It shall say to us, “Well done.” 


So, 
make us over. He is still the Potter 
and we are stiil the clay. He has 
many ways of making us over. 
Sometimes by outward circum- 
stances like the potter’s wheel, 
trials and disappointments, days 
when the sun does not shine and 
nights when the stars are dead; 
heartbreaking experiences and 
open graves before which we stand 
to place our best loved dead away. 
All these things are but the 
touch of the Master’s hand and 
are intended to make our lives 
more as they should be. 

I can quite understand the block 
of marble saying, ‘What does this 
blasting mean?” when the very 
foundations of the mountains seem 
to shake. And when it is on -the 


the voice of the 


railroad train, rumbling along to . 


the busy city, I can scarcely won- 
der at its saying, “And what does 
this mean?” And still again, when 
the. artist, with mallet and chisel 
cuts away at it I can imagine it 
saying, ‘What can this mean? It 
is all past comprehension.” But 
when the angel comes forth from 
the marble imprisonment, so per- 
fect that if God would breathe 
upon it it would. move its wings 
and fly to the angel choir, then 
I can hear the block of marble 
say, “I understand.” 


Lives Made Over for Service 


Sometimes by His Word He 
makes us over. God’s Word is a 
| light, and it is in the light that 
flowers come to bloom and fra- 
grance. God’s Word is a hammer, 
and, in His loving hands, it is 
used to break away our imper- 


fections. God's Word is a fire, and| 


it burns and burns until there is 
reflected in us the image of Christ. 
God's Word is water, and water 
always cleanses by displacement. 
We have only to yield to Him and 
the victory will be complete. 


The Bible has accounts of many 
lives made over. In the Old Testa- 
ment, we find Jacob, the sup- 
planter, the cheat by name and 
also by nature; but when he is 
in the grip of the angel of the 
Lord, and the angel wrestles with 
him, he limps away from the an- 
gelic embrace, and to power, and, 
instead of Jacob the mupplanter, 
he is Israel the Prince. 


Elijah, in the same Old Testa- 
ment, was a man of like passions 
with ourselves; but his passions, 
controlled, were like the very 
steeds to the chariot which came 
from Heaven to be his escort into 
the heavenly city. 

St. Paul, in the New Testament, 
bitter as a persecutor, thirsting for 
the blood of those who believed 
in the Nazarene, consenting to the 
death of St. Stephen and persecut- 
ing Christians unto strange cities, 
becomes as gentle as a woman 
and glories in the fact that he 
bears in his body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus. | 

St. Peter, who was in other days 
a man of weakness, ignorance and 
failure, becomes the _ mighty 
preacher of the sermon on Pente- 
cost and is the writer of superb 
epistles, which scholars say are 
written in the purest Greek of the 
New Testament; and what God 
can do for Jacob and Elijah, St. 
Paul and St. Peter, he can do for 
you and do for me. 

If our lives were completely 


if we have failed, God can} 


(Continued from page 2) 


from Australia. How cheering to 
my heart are these assurances of 
love and prayers! Many of the 
greeting cards came from Chris- 
tian workers, nationals in Japan, 
Korea, India, Spain, etc. Others 
came from missionaries around the 
world, others from preachers and 
lay people in the United States 
and Canada. Thank you, every- 
one! I wish I could tell you how 
they cheered my heart and en- 
couraged me. Loved ones were 
good to me and I got a number 
of very pleasing gifts. But best 
of all, God put it on the hearts of 
a number of people to send gen- 
erous gifts for the Sword Ministers 
and Missionary Subscription Fund. 
These are helping to bear .my 
great burden. I know that God 
put -it on their hearts. And what 
gratitude wells up in me at God’s 
faithfulness, and at the loyal con- 
cern of friénds for getting out 
THE SworD OF THE LorRD. Thank 
you, dear friends, every one, and 
may God reward you! 


At Buffalo, New York, for 
New Year’s Watchnight 
Services 


Brother Alan Forbes, the direc- 
tor of the Youthtime in Buffalo, 
is doing a tremendous work. He 
has 3% hours weekly. in radio 
broadcasts. About $3,000 is spent 
each month on the work, I am 
told. He and his associates planned 
a giant New Year’s Eve watch- 
night service to begin at 11 p.m., 
December 31, and to run the rest 
of the night. I felt honored to be 
the principal speaker. Mel Dibble 
came from Cincinnati to be song 
leader and master of ceremonies, 
and his lovely wife sang beauti- 
fully. A Billy Graham film was 
shown. There was special music 
from a male quartet, a girls’ trio, 
a mixed duet, and a fine mixed 
chorus. Representatives of 75 or 
more churches testified. Many 
were present from Canada, others 
from all over western New York 
State. The auditorium was seated 
for .4,100. It was packed to over- 
flowing, with a large number 
standing throughout the service 
and others on the platform, making 


{Continued on page 8) 


yielded to our great Master, the 
whole world would be charmed by 
the beauty and power of the 
Christian life. Then we would be 
victorious in the time of. trial, 
for even though the nights were 
dark and the burdens heavy we 
could hear him say, “Fear not, 
I am with thee,” “Thou art mine,” 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 


When, sin-stricken, burdened, and 


weary, 
From bondage I longed to be 
free, 
There came to my heart the sweet 
message: 


“My grace is sufficient for thee-” 


Though tempted and sadly dis- 
couraged, 

My soul to this refuge will flee, 

And rest in the blessed assurance: 

“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 


My bark may be tossed by the 
tempest 
That sweeps o’er the turbulent 
sea— 
A rainbow illumines the darkness: 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 


O Lord, I would press on with 


courage, 

Though rugged the pathway 
may be, 

Sustained and wpheld by Thy 
promise: 


“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 


Soon, soon will the warfare be 
over, 

My Lord face to face I shall see, 

And prove, as I dwell in His pres- 
ence: 

‘His grace was sufficient for me.’ 


Then we would be triumphant 
in the journey of life; we are not 
always understood, we are some- 
times eriticised, but if we are His 
—fear not, be strong. 


Men may misjudge thy aim, 

Think they have cause for blame, 
Say thou art wrong— 

Hold on thy quiet way: 

Christ is_the Judge—not, they; 
Fear not! Be strong! 


(From the book, REVIVAL SERMONS, 
published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, N. Y. Used by permission. 
Price $1.00.) 


Editor’s Notes 


| 


Tour the Sword Offic 


By Rev. Walter Handford, Vice-President, Sword of the Lord Founda 


Say, why don’t you and the family come see us here in Wheaton? \ 
ways thrilled when folks who read THE SWORD come by to see our offic 
then become more than just a name on a letter or an address stencil in our | 


tion department. 


But I realize that most of our friends can’t come in person to tour ou 
and meet the workers. So I thought I’d take you on a visit around our plant 
way of pictures. I hope you'll enjoy your trip and then remember to pray | 


‘for this soul-winning work. 


Our tour starts in Building No. 1 located at 214 West Wesley Street 
the Police Station and City Hall. This brick building is 50’ x 80’ and was « 
built by a large moving and storage firm, as a warehouse. We purchased tl 
ing in 1946 for $7,000. Due to extensive remodeling and increase in prope 
it is now worth about $40,000. 


Building Number Two 


Come with me now to Building No. 2 at 210 West Front 
Street, just 1 block south of Building No. 1. We’ll take a short 
cut through an alley and parking lot, to save time. You probably 
remember this nice two-story brick building which we pur- 
chased from Al Smith of Singspiration Music Publishers in 
1952. The first floor houses the local book store, the Retail and 


Book Club departments. Upstairs are the editorial offices and 
the Art Department. 


Inside — 
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1. In this large main office are located the mail reading, circulation and 
accounting departments. The private offices of William MacLeod, Allan Mac- 


man Outside Mullen, Grace Rice MacMullen and Walter Handford surround this office area. 


2. This is a view of the Shipping Department on the main floor. Mr. 
LeRoy Tunstall and his workers ship alli of our books from here. 


3. In this room the Advertising Department holds forth; Miss Fairy 
Shappard and her staff of three workers are responsible for soliciting and 
handling all of the advertising which goes into THE Sworpb. 


map at lower left for 
n of Sword buildings 
operty in the town of 


4. We call this the “Sword Room.” All of the subscriptions are handled, 
on. 


the address stencils filed and the small labels for your*copy of the paper 


ox 


/. Here’s where our “big boss,” Dr. Rice, has his office. It is in the front of 
second floor, with secretary, Miss Viola Walden’s office adjacent. One of 
erious handicaps in our present building arrangement is that many of the 
ers who should be close to Dr. Rice for counsel and planning are a block 
'in Building Number 1. 


3. This is the main office of the Editorial Department just outside Dr. 
s office. The Art Department is also located here. Evangelists Hugh Pyle 
Robert Sumner, assistants to Dr. Rice, work in this office area when not out 
eetings, 


; From this nice Book Store we serve the local Wheaton area with books, 
s, and Sunday School supplies. Rev. Charles Himes is manager. 


LO. On the ground floor the Retail Book Department and Sword Book Club 
their space, 


Sumner and his family. It will likely be left as it is since 
the new office building will not interfere with it. 

12. This is the church building on the property when 
we bought it. The new Wheaton Calvary Baptist Church, 
of which Dr. Rice is the pastor, is temporarily meeting 
here until other quarters are needed. This building will 
be torn down when construction on our new office build- 
ing starts. 


Our New Property 


Two blocks north of Building No. 2 is our new Sword 
property. It is ideally located in downtown Wheaton with 
ample room for a new office building and parking space 
for employees. The large 165’ x 165’ lot, with ‘three 
buildings, was purchased last August for $66,000 by our 
friends all over the world who gave sacrificially to our 
Building Fund. Possibly you had a part in this purchase. 


11. This house, located at the northeast corner of the 
new Property is now occupied by Evangelist Robert 


13. This large house is temporarily rented to a 
nursery school. It will be torn down to make way for the 
new Sword building. It is too old and~too large to be 
worth moving. 
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f 
are made here in this office. Miss Laura Jones and her loyal crew of nine 
helpers care for all this important work. 


». In the basement we have several presses for printing all of our ad- 
vertising and promotional material. Recently a Miehle book press has been 
added to print some of our own books also. Mr. Bob Roush and Mr. Wayne 
Draegert handle most of this Production Department work. 


6. The top floor (except for the Sword Room) is completely full of our 
stock of books. Because of a very serious lack of space many of our books 
are stored in the inaccessible basement of Building No. 2 and some paper 
is stored in the basement of the church building on the new property. 


Building Plans for the Future 


Some of our friends have been asking when the work will be 
started on the new office building. You, too, have probably been 
wondering about this. 


You will remember that in a most wonderful way, God laid 
it on the hearts of thousands of our friends all around the world 
to help us buy-our new property. The final payment of $44,000 on 
the $66,000 full price was made in the summer.and not too much 
has been said about the building plans since then. 


We believe that the new three-floor building large enough 
for our needs during the next few years will cost at least $300,000. 
As soon as plans are complete and bids received for construction 
we can tell you more exactly what the final cost will be. 


Although we need the building badly now, it seems unwise to 
start construction until roughly half of the needed money is in 
hand. The approximately $30,000 equity which we own in Building 
No. 2 might be used as a start, but at least $100,000 additional 
is needed before we even start. construction. All of us on the 
Board of Directors of the Sword of the Lord Foundation are sure 
that God has led us to buy the new property. Now we are looking 
to Him to lay it on the hearts of our friends to help us complete 
this soul-winning project. 


Since such a large amount of money is needed, no one short 
campaign could be expected to bring in all the needed money. We 
believe God wants to raise up a multitude of friends who will 
pledge to give regularly each month to this project. 


If the Lord is laying it on your heart to help with a monthly 
offering for this new building, won’t you fill out the coupon on this 
page and send it to me? When we count up all the regular givers, 
we can then estimate better about how soon the construction on 
our new building can start. 


Will you fill out this coupon today and Jet me know what you 
feel you can do regularly to help? 


“My Part” Coupon 


Rev. Walter Handford, Vice-President 

The Sword of the Lord Foundation 

Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Handford: 

Please count on me to help regularly with your Building Fund 
project. 

BS OO TOE ete ; 


I will endeavor to send $ 
notice. 


_ per month until further 


Name 


Address t 


City _ State 


[] Check here if you haven’t received your pack of 1955 
monthly calendar envelopes and would like them sent to you. 


Ws 


' Whosoever 
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special way if you come. You know 
David said, “I will not offer to 
the Lord that which cost noth- 
ing.” You know we serve God if 
it’s convenient. If we don’t have 
to go out of our way too much, 
we'll serve God. But I believe if 


~-you’re»a. Christian, it’s your. duty 


to be here and bring your friends. 


Now this week I’m asking that 
we go out and get an unconverted 
friend. Those people who are out- 
side of Christ; go out and get 
them. The newspapers, the radio, 
television have laid a wonderful 
foundation. Their curiosity is 
aroused. There’s not a person in 
your block but what if you would 
ask him to come, and you bring 
him, he’d come because he’s curi- 
ous. He’s curious over anything. 

If there were a dog fight here 
that had 30,000 people, people 
would want to come and see the 
dog fight. So come, and if you 
want to use the fight, you can tell 
them they’re fighting down here. 
We're fighting the Devil. Tell 
them to come and watch the fight, 
but bring them. Let’s fill this sta- 
dium these nights. 


Did you know this campaign is 
one-fourth over and it won’t be 
long before it’s over? I don’t know 
how many people at the end of 
every campaign come to me and 
say, “You know, I didn’t come 
until the second or third week. I 
wish that I had been there for the 
opening night. Listen, don’t you 
have those messages in print? 
Don’t you have them recorded? 
I’d like to have a tape recording 
so that I could go back and hear 
therm.” 


Or “I’d like to hear those spe- 
cial songs that Mr. Shea sang, or 
that the choir sang. I missed it; 
I missed out.” You come because 
these are history-making days that 
you may never see again in your 
lifetime. This kind of thing only 
comes to a city like Nashville 
about once in a generation. In my 
time and in your time we've never 
seen anything like it. 

This is God’s work; it’s not Billy 
Graham. This is the Spirit of God 
at work. Only God can do a thing 
like this. Let’s give Him the glory’ 
and praise, and let’s pray as we’ve 
never prayed. We’ve reached the 
dangerous point in this campaign. 
We've reached the point where it’s 
going so well that people will re- 
lax and say, “Well, we don’t need 
to work quite as hard, and we 
don’t need to pray quite as much.” 
That’s exactly the way the Devil 
wants us to think. Let’s work and 
pray as we've never worked and 
prayed. 


The Scripture Text 

Now, tonight, Mark 8:34-38: 

“And when he had called the 
people unto him with his disciples 
also, he said unto them, Whoso- 
ever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoso- 
ever will save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall lose his 
life for my sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it. For what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? Or what shall a man 
giwe im exchange for his soul? 
therefore shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration; of him also shall the Son 
of man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 


I want you to get a picture of 
Jesus, He has just fed four thou- 
sand people with a handful of 
loaves and a few small fishes. The 
people had sat down on the grass 
very much like this, four thousand 
of them, and they didn’t have any- 
thing to eat and they were hungry. 
Jesus took the bread and He broke 
it and He blessed it and there was 
enough to eat for all the people. 


So the Pharisees and Sadducees 
and the skeptics and the cynics 
had seen all of that and they were 
alarmed about it; they were 
amazed. They were confused, and 
sa they began to try to trap Him; 
they tried to put Him in a corner; 
they tried to hang Him on the 
horns of a dilemma; they tried to 


get Him into the position where 
He couldn’t answer. 


But, ladies and gentlemen, Jesus 
always has an answer. There’s 
never a problem brought to Him 
but for what He has an answer. 
There’s never a_ difficulty but 
what Jesus can help you get over 
it. And’ then Jesus, after speaking 
to the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
and after talking to Peter, asked 
Peter, “whom do people say that 
I am?” Peter said, ‘““Thou art the 
Christ.”’ 


After that, Jesus gave a little 
sermon to those round about Him, 
and in that sermon He made sev- 
eral points. I do not have time to 
cover them all tonight. But one of 
the things Jesus said was that if 
‘you are ashamed of me down here, 
I will be ashamed of you before 
my Father in Heaven.’ Now there 
are thousands of people in this sta- 
dium who will be face to face with 
the Father in Heaven within the 
next ten years. Your life will be 
over. You will be dead. You will be 
face to face with God, and Jesus 
says—I didn’t say it, Jesus said it 
—don’t get mad at me—Jesus said 
if you are ashamed of Him down 
here— 


Have you been ashamed of Him 
at the office? Have you®*® been 
ashamed of Him at high school? 
Have you been ashamed of Jesus? 
If you have, if you have let Him 
down, by your cheating, your lying, 
your evil thinking, your gossiping, 
your malice—if you have been let- 
ting Jesus down, taking His name 
in vain, ashamed of Him, then 
Jesus says when you stand before 
the Father in Heaven He is going 
to be ashamed of you. 

Let me tell you something: Any 
man that Jesus is ashamed of at 
the judgment will never get to 
Heaven, never will. Because the 
only way that you can get to 
Heaven is by the grace of God in 
Christ through faith, through the 
intercessory work of Christ at the 
cross, and as the High Priest be- 
fore God the Father at this mo- 
ment. 

If you come before God—there’s 
Jimmy Jones—the name of Jimmy 
Jones is called, or it could be 
Johnny Jones, or Robert Jones, 
whatever the name. The name of 
Jones is called, and you come and 
stand before Him. Your sins are 
red.- You stand there with a red 
face, confessing your sins, and the 
only way that you can ever enter 
the eternal gates of Heaven is if 
the Lord Jesus Christ stands up 
and says, “Jones was saved by the 
grace of God through faith and 
down upon the earth he was not 
ashamed of Me.” 

And here you take your stand 
before Him, before the Father, 
and Jesus intercedes. That’s the 
only way that you will ever get to 
Heaven. I don’t care who you are; 
it’s by the intercessory work of 
Christ at Calvary, and as High 
Priest at the right hand of God 
the Father. You will never get to 
Heaven otherwise, and some of you 
have been ashamed of Him down 
here. He says, “If you are ashamed 
of Me down here, I will be 
ashamed of you yonder.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is 
serious business. We play at re- 
ligion. We dabble at religion. We 
take it lightly, but I want to tell 
you there will be thousands in this 
stadium before the Father within 
ten years. Some of you will be be- 
fore the Father within a year. 
Hundreds of you will be before the 
Father within the next five years. 

You will stand face to face with 
God. How do you stand? Are you 
sure that your sins are forgiven? 
You sure you're going to Heaven? 
Are you sure you’re ready to meet 
God? Are you sure that you 
haven’t been ashamed of Him 
here? Have you taken your stand 
for Christ? I beg of you to settle 
it tonight before you leave. this 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Brother H. F. Schmitt, mission- 
ary in the Evangelical Union of 
South America at Olivos, Argen- 
tina, has written asking if it would 
be possible to get good numbers 
of “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
in Spanish. Here is his letter: 


“Evangelical Union of South 
America 
Debernardis 2160 
OLIVOS, FNGBM. 
ARGENTINA. . 
Olivos, 15.11.54. 
“Dr. John R. Rice, 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Sir and Brother in Christ 
Jesus, 

“IT am so delighted to think that 
some kind Christian soul is having 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD sent to 
me. May the blessing of the Lord 
rest upon him or her as the case 
may be. Permit me to say that I 
have had a good deal to do with 
magazines during-the last 50 years 
of my missionary work; have edit- 
ed our own Spanish magazine, the 
El Testigo (The Witness) for a 
number of years, but I have never 
come across a paper or magazine 
that equals. THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, Praise the Lord for having 
raised you up to edit and direct 
it. 

“Now, I have another matter on 
my chest. It must be two years 
ago when I received a_packet of 
the Spanish tract: How to Be 
Saved? It is a wonderful tract. 
I do not know ‘who sent them, 
but you may know. I could do 
with thousands of them. One of 
our missionary agencies is a Bible 
Coach. This coach goes on the 
highways and on the byways, to 
the most remote corners of the 
Republic where the Colporteur does 
not reach, and it requires tracts, 


Thousands of Spanish Booklets 
Requested = 


and more tracts—in Spanish of 
course. Would it be possible to 
get this tract? If so, we can do 
with thousands of them. It might 
be that an advertisement in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD might induce 
a Christian with interests in the 
Latin countries to provide us with 
thousands of them. I should be 
very thankful if you could do any- 
thing for us along this line. Allow 
me to say, there is no modernism 
with us. 

“With hearty greetings and 
wishing you God’s very Best in 
the wonderful work God has given 
you to do, 

“I am yours fraternally in HIM, 
(Signed) H. F. Schmitt. 

We are sending 2,000 of these 
booklets in Spanish at once (valu- 
ed at $60) and offering to send 
more as they are needed. We think 
our friends there could use several 
times as many. We are asking 
them to report on the use made 
of these, and to tell us just when 
to send others. 

How many of these 32-page 
booklets in Spanish can you pro- 
vide at $3 per 100, $30 per 1,000? 
Will you prayerfully consider a 
gift to our Free Literature Fund 
to keep this work going? Address 
your letter to The Sword of the 
Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, and God 
bless you for your help. 


ENCLOSE A LABEL! 


If you have to write us about a 
change of address, or to make a 
complaint, please enclose a label. It 


will help us to answer you speedily 
and accurately. 


Dying for a Smoke 


We clip the following from Nor- 
man Dunnimg’s Life of Samuel 
| Chadwick. It has to do with the 
days when Chadwick was principal 
of Cliff College :. 

“No man would dare to take 
liberties with Samuel Chadwick. 
Shortly after the beginning of a 
certain term, a student much older 
than the average Cliff man knock- 
ed at the door of the principal’s 
study. On entering he addressed 
the principal very timidly: 

“ Sir,’ he said, ‘would you give 
me permission to have a pipe?” 
(It is a rule at Cliff College that 
no student smokes.) ‘I am not like 
these boys,” continued this middle- 
aged brother. ‘I have been a smok- 
er for 20 years. I finished my last 
pipe before I came through the 
College gates on Friday, and I 
have tried my best to do without 
tobacco since. But, sir, I can’t hold 
out any longer. I am dying for a 
smoke.’ 

-“The principal half turned in his 
chair, and swept the brother with 
his glance from his toes to the 
crown of his head. ‘Is that really 
true, Brother? Are you really dy- 
ing for a smoke?’ ‘I am, sir,” re- 
plied the student. “Then,” said the 
principal, pointing to a seat beside 
his desk, ‘sit down in that chair 
and die.’ 

“He went on to explain that any 
man who allowed a habit to get 
such a hold on him that he would 
die if he did not give way to it, 
was best dead. The would-be smok- 
er looked first at the floor and 
then at the ceiling and then at the 
floor again. ‘Let us talk to God 
about this,’ said the principal. They 
knelt together on the study floor. 
The principal prayed that God 
would glorify Himself in this man’s 
life. The brother. rose from his 
knees, the craving gone. For a 
year he stayed at the college, and 
the temptation to smoke never re- 


turned.” -——Moody Church News 
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own city. Perhaps some of you 
should attempt a similar program 
in your own town, if no such thing 
exists. It is a wonderful thing to 
hear good Christian music going 
out over the air, and to visualize 
what God can do through it. Best 
wishes to all who send out the 
Gospel in this way! 


The Hallelujah Chorus 


Did you hear the Messiah during 
the holiday season just past? I 
hope so! I just recently read again 
a description of Handel’s writing 
of that amazing work. A good 
Christian man collected the Scrip- 
tures prophesying the birth of 
Christ and telling of it, and pre- 
sented this “book” to Handel. The 
composer became so _ entranced 
with it, and so absorbed in it, 
that for 24 days he hardly ate, 
hardly slept, but with the hand of 
inspiration on him—and, I feel, 
the hand of God—wrote out the 
pages and pages of music for solo- 
ists, chorus, and orchestra which 
comprise the full oratorio. It was 
an astonishing piece of work, from 
a human viewpoint. Often in tears, 
often in rapture, Handel seems to 
have been completely carried away 
as he came to the final ‘Hallelu- 
jah Chorus,” and said, “I thought 
I saw Heaven itself!” 

such a work naturally inspires 
awe and perhaps a little appre- 
hension when approached by a vol- 
unteer choir with limited training. 
But I heard a. group of such 
people, this Christmas, do such a 
creditable job on the Hallelujah 
Chorus with just a few practices 
that I was amazed. It was here 
in THE SWORD OF THE LorD office, 
and I wish you could have heard 
it! But I realize again that it’s 
possible—and it is a blessed ex- 
perience—for people who don’t 
read music to be able to join 
right in and learn their parts from 
a few who have had training or 
experience. So I write this just to 
encourage you—-you who are in a 
small church—you who don’t have 
a professional music director—you 
who feel the choir might as well 
stay home. ‘Look up! Attempt big 
things! Tackle something that 
looks too hard. Plan to be a bless- 
ing this year. And have a happy, 
singing year! 
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approximately 1,200 people present 
when I spoke at 1:30 a.m., Jan- 
uary 1. Several came forward on 
profession of faith. I got to the 
hotel and to bed about 3:30. 


Returning home on New Year’s 
Day, I flew from Buffalo to Chi- 
cago. But the weather closed in 
the Chicago Airport, and we were 
returned to Detroit. After delays, 
standing in line, ete. I finally 
caught a train at 5:26 from Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, to Chicago. A 
truck stalled on the track, was 
wrecked, and delayed our train for 


2% hours. I got to Chicago at 
midnight, home at 1 a.m, on Jan- — 


uary 2! Then I was ready to speak 
in three blessed services on Sun- 
day. Praise the Lord for a chance 
to preach and to lose sleep, or to 
miss meals, or to have some other 
small hardships in getting out the 
blessed Gospel of our wonderful 
Saviour! 


Starting the New Year With 
Souls Saved 


I earnestly cried to God that 
He would help me to win some- 
body to Him on the first day of 
the year. On the plane from 
Detroit to Chicago was a young 
sailor, a married man from Adrian, 
Michigan. After a good deal of 
prayer and some tentative con- 
versation, I found him becoming 
friendly, willing to listen. Then I 
was so glad to point him to Jesus. 
He knew John 3:16, attended, 
when at home, a little Methodist 
church. His wife, he indicated, 
was a Christian. And then gladly, 
there in his seat, he trusted Christ 


as his own Saviour. After prayer . 


we shook hands on it and he 
promised to write his wife that he 
had taken Christ as his Saviour. 
I have mailed him some good lit- 
erature, hope to follow him up 
further. 


Returning to Wheaton I spoke at 
Calvary Baptist Church Sunday 
morning, and a ten-year-old girl 
claimed Christ as Saviour on 
January 2. Then in the evening 
service a man and his wife from 
Chicago came forward to claim 
Christ as Saviour. One of them, 
at least, had made a profession. 
Both had drifted far away, both 
from each other and froxa God. 
God did a wonderful work in. their 
hearts. Then an eleven-year-old 
girl was saved. 


We returned to our home after 
the evening service. There a fine 
couple called upon us, visiting 
from Naperville, Illinois, a nearby 
town. I had won the man’s father 
to Jesus Christ years ago in De- 


catur,-Texas. Now they were both~ ~- 


backsliders, had drifted along in 
sin, felt desperately guilty. To- 
gether that couple, with Mrs. Rice 
and me, knelt in our living room, 
and there they confessed their sins 


and wept over them, and trusted 


Christ for forgiveness. We had a 
glad hand-shaking time and then 
they promised to come to church 
on Wednesday night, to help in 
the Sunday School, to bring the 
children. 


How happy to see God saving 
souls on the first ahd second days 
of the new year! Nothing else in 
the world is worth much besides 
winning souls and getting others 
to win souls. 


Two Weeks With Brother Bill 


Today, January 3, my noble and ) 


gifted brother, Evangelist Bill 
Rice, of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
has arrived in Wheaton, and will 
spend two weeks with us. He will 
help judge the sermons of the 
regent Evangelistic Sermon Con- 
test, review a great many Chris- 
tian films for THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, do some writing for THE 
Sworp, will work at his job as 
head of the Sword Staff of Evan- 
gelists, and.will preach in the new 
Calvary Baptist Church in some 
services, and otherwise be useful 
and rejoice our hearts with his 
fellowship. 


Bill is listed as Associate Editor 
of THe SworpD OF THE LORD. Bill’s 
faith, his unselfish devotion to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, his wide 
experience as a trusted evangelist, 


and his very great ability as a. 


writer, make him a very valuable 
help. He is one of those upon 
whom I lean continually for coun- 
sel and it rejoices us to have him 
with us for these two weeks, 
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stadium. Give your life to God. 

The Scripture says, in the text 
that we have read, another thing. 
“or what shall it profit a man if 
he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?” Here we find a pic- 
ture of the soul being compared 
with the whole world. 

Now, it’s impossible for you to 
understand what is meant when 
Jesus said the whole world. You 
can travel over the world, you can 
read about the world, you can 
know the Encyclopedia Britannica 
from beginning to end, but still 
you cannot grasp the whole world. 

The whole world includes all its 
areas, all the mineral deposits, all 
the commerce, all business, all the 
riches, all the religion, all the gov- 
ernment, all the amusements, all 
the pleasures, all the power, all 
the piety, the whole world, and 
Jesus said if you had all the oil in 
Texas, if you.had all the riches and 
gold of Fort Knox, if you had all 
the power of Malenkov, if you had 
all the pleasures of King Farouk, 
if you had all of it put together, it 
would still not be worth one soul. 

Think of it. Suppose you had all 
the riches of Russia, all the riches 
of America, all the. riches of Brit- 
ain, all of the riches of France, 
and you knew all the knowledge in 
the world; suppose there’s not a 
library that held a book but what 
you knew it from beginning to end, 
and suppose you had all the plea- 
sures that the world can give, and 
suppose you were the biggest Hol- 
lywood star there ever was, sup- 
pose that you were the finest sing- 
er. You had it all, all rolled into 
one—the Bible says it. still 
wouldn’t be worth one soul. 


Suppose you just had all- Nash- 
ville, suppose you owned all Nash- 
ville, and all these people who 
are sitting here tonight were rent- 
ing from you. You were the Big 
Boy. You were the landowner, you 
were the Lord of the Manor, as 
they say in England. You ran 
Nashville. You were the dictator 
of Nashville, and all these people 
were your servants, and all the 
wealth. and everything in Nash- 
ville was’ .yours, but” it © still 
wouldn’t be worth one soul. 


1. The Soul so Infinitely 
Valuable Because Eternal 


Yet there are many of you here 
tonight who have sold your souls 
for just one little tiny thrill, one 
little thrill, one little pleasure, one 
little sin. You sold your’soul, when 
Jesus said your soul is worth more 
than all the world put together. 
Ladies and gentlemen, there is 
something wrong with our sense of 
values. We put all of our time and 
enérgy in these old bodies of ours. 
But the Bible says that the soul 
1S valuable because it is eternal: 
the body is temporary. That old 
body of yours is going to the erave 
one .of these days. Oh, you may 
have beautiful body. You may 
have a pretty face. Some of you 
hide it with a little too much 
make-up sometimes, but once in a 
While you can see the beauty shin- 
ing beneath it all. 


Some of you men are handsome 
men like Bev Shea and Cliff Bar- 
rows, fellows like that who are 
fortunate. Others like Grady and 
me, just mediocre, have to get 
along the best we can. We may 
have beautiful bodies. We may 
have strong bodies, we may have 
muscles, good health,. but soon 
they are going to the grave. I don’t 
care if your name is Franklin 
Roosevelt or King George VI, it 
doesn’t make any difference who 
you are, or how powerful you are, 
the grim reaper is going to call 


On-yvou soon. At best it will be 
Soon. - 


_ The. Bible says that your life is 
like the.flower that fades and the 
grass that withers. It passes away, 
but the Bible says that your soul 
lives forever, forever, and ever 
and ever, for millions, millions and 
millions of years. The Bible says 
your soul will be living forever. 
You say, “Well, Billy, that’s a 
conjecture, speculation; ~ I don’t 
think I believe that.” That’s your 
privilege, you can believe anything 
you like. I’m simply here to tell 
you what the Bible says. 

The Bible says that your soul is 
eternal. Now the soul also has at- 
tributes and fatilities just like your 
body. Your body has eyes and ears 
and nose and hands. Your soul has 


| your soul is blind, and the Bible 


Your soul has understanding. It’s 
the part of you that has judgment, 
which weighs and determines; your 
soul is the center of the will which 
chooses or rejects the things which 
are brought before it. Your soul 
is the center of affection which 
causes you to love, to desire, to 
delight, or causes you to fear and 
detest. 


The soul is the center of our 
memory, which is the capacity for 
storing up our knowledge of ideas 
and events. It’s the center of our 
conscience, which is the monitor 
of the soul, which judges and pro- 
nounces verdicts upon all we say, 
do, or think. ~ 


_In other words, the soul is the 
feal you. It’s the part of you that 
thinks and dreams and remembers 
and feels. All of that is your soul, 
and the Bible says it’s going to live 
forever, and Jesus said that one 
soul is worth more -than all the 
world. 


You are in possession of that 
soul. Yes, sir, you! You, my dear 
lady. You, young high school stu- 
dents and football players. You 
have a strong body. You can make 
a good record out on this field, 
but you’re more than a body, you 
are an eternal and everlasting soul 
that’s going to be living a million 
years from now. And you're res- 
ponsible for where that soul lives 
and where it goes. The Bible says 
that. 


That’s the reason that Jesus said 
to Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” 

Jesus said that your soul at this 
moment is dead and blind, not 
having contact with God. That’s 
the reason some of you are confus- 
ed, and frustrated, and. mixed up, 
and all the rest in your life; that’s 
the reason you don’t read the 
Bible, you don’t pray, you don’t 
particularly like spiritual things, 
and that’s the reason you feel 


sometimes uncomfortable under 
preaching like this, evangelistic 
preaching. ‘ 


It’s because you’re out of contact 
with God. Your soul is dead, and 


says that you need to be born 
again. And Jesus said, except a 
man is born again, he cannot get 
to Heaven. Until your soul has 
been made alive by contact with 
God through Christ Jesus, you'll 
never get to Heaven. 

Have you been born again? Are 
you sure of it? Has there come a 


been born again? Jesus said, ex- 


not see the kingdom of Heaven. 
Jesus said just that. 


you sure? That means that your 
that there came a moment in your 


you a new nature, and a new birth, 
and you began to love the things 
of God and hated the things of 
sin. Has that moment taken place? 
You say, “Well, Billy, what do you 
mean? You mean some big emo- 
tional experience some way in my 
life?” Not necessarily. There might 
have been emotion. There might 
not have been. : 

I heard about a man—I think he 
was here in east Tennessee some- 
where. He told me about it. He 
said when he came forward to re- 
ceive Christ as a boy, some lady 


at an old-fashioned Methodist re- 
vival, and said, “Brother, hold on.” 


said, “‘Turn loose.” So he said, “I 
tried to turn loose.” And then he 
said some fellow came up and said: 
“Now, Brother Johnson, when I 
was converted a big bright light 
hit me in the face and knocked me. 
cold. Now, look for the light.” 

And he said, between turning 
loose and holding on and looking 
for the light, he almost missed the 
Kingdom. No, it’s not that at all. 
It’s a simple receiving of Christ as 
Lord and Master, and He comes 
quietly and wonderfully into the 
heart, and changes the individual 
and makes him a new person. You 
say, “Well, Billy, does it happen all 
at once?” 

I believe there are people like 
my wife who cannot remember the 


cept a man is born again, he can- | @ 


Have you been born again? Are | ga 
soul has become alive, that means}, 


life when Christ came in and gave || 


a time, I am.convinced from study- 
ing the Bible, when she crossed 
from death unto life, because she 
lives and testifies to the fact that 
Christ is in her and she gives all 
the evidences of being born again. 


But I’m going to tell you this, if 
I were you, I wouldn’t take any 
chances, I would make sure that 
I had received Christ, that my life 
was changed and that I'd been 
born again. And listen; there are 
many of you here who think you’ve 
been converted to Christ and you 
haven’t. Because when you come 
to Jesus Christ, three things are 
involved: your intellect, your emo- 
tions, and your will. 


Now there are many of you who 
have been intellectually converted 
to God. The church is a good thing. 
Nobody would want to live in a 
town without a church. “Sure, I 
believe in the church. I go to 
church once in a while. I go there 
on Easter and on Christmas. I 
want my children to go. I believe 
in the church. I believe in the 
Bible. I believe in God. Isn’t that 
enough?” No. 

You say, “Well, Billy, I believe 
in Jesus. Isn’t that enough?” No. 
It’s not enough. You say, “Well, 
Billy, what are you talking 
about?” That is intellectual faith. 
Intellectually, in your mind, you 
say religion is a good thing. The 
Bible is a good thing; the church 
is a good thing; all of these are 
good things. But, ladies and gentle- 
men, that is not enough. 


There are thousands of people in 
the state of Tennessee who have 
been converted to Christ intellec- 
tually, but who will never get to 
Heaven. And then there are others 
who had some sort of an emotional 
experience twenty or thirty years 
ago, and they relate all their life 
to that one experience, and their 
lives today do not testify that they 
have been born of God. They had 
some sort of an emotional exper- 
ience and said, “Well, I am right 
with God,” and have had no exper- 
ience since. They don’t read the 


Bible; they don’t pray; they are 
not. faithful to the things of 
God. That’s not enough; there is 
something else. 

A man is not truly converted to 
Jesus Christ until his intellect is 
converted; yes, his emotion is so 
changed until he loves Christ with 
all of his heart. But then there is 
something else in the middle that 
makes the difference. It’s that 
little part of us that we call “will.” 
It’s three little men; they all have 
little beards, sharp eyes. One is 
intellect, one is emotion, and the 
man in the middle is the will. 

The intellect says, “I think it’s a 
good thing to give your life to 
God; I think you had better do it.” 
The emotion says, ‘Oh, He’s a won- 
derful Saviour.” And the will sits 
in the middle with furrowed brow 
and sharp, beady eyes. 

Every one of you tonight has a 
will, and down inside of you your 
will will make the final decision, 
and it’s only when your will says, 
“I will bend my will to God; I 
will take my stand by faith at the 
foot of the cross and have my sins 
forgiven,’ that then, and then 
only, have you the right to call 
yourself a son of God and a child 
of God and a Christain. Only then 
have you the right. 


And there are hundreds of peo- 
ple here tonight who have never 
bent your wills to the will of God, 
and your souls have no contact 
with God and you need to be born 
again of the Spirit of God, and 
each of you needs to say “I will; I 
will surrender; I will give my life 
to Christ.” 


2. The Soul so Valuable Be- 
cause of Satan’s Interest 


The soul is also valuable be- 
cause of Satan’s interest in it. 
Not only is it valuable because it’s 
eternal, but the Devil is interested 
in your soul, The Bible says so. 

Why listen, Adam and Eve 
hadn’t been in the Garden very 
long before the Devil made a bee- 
line for them. The soul is the most 
valuable single thing in all the 
world, and the Devil is putting 
up a battle for every soul in this 
stadium. The Devil is going to 
make you even now think of other 
things while I am talking, to get 
your mind off this. The Devil is 
going to try to distract your atten- 
tion; the Devil is going to try to 
get you to put it off; the Devil is 

(Continued on page 10) 
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going to argue with you and rea- 
son with you and talk to you, and 
the Devil is going to use his great- 


est trick of all—he is going to say 


there is plenty of time; don’t be 
rushed into it; he will be here for 
three weeks. Take it easy now; 
don’t rush into anything, wait— 
because the Devil knows that the 
Bible says, ‘Now is the accepted 
time; today is the day of salva- 
tion.” 


The Devil knows that you may 
never be at this point in your life 
again; the Devil knows that you 
may never be this close to the 
Kingdom again, and the Devil 
knows that your soul is more valu- 
able than all the rest of the world 
put together and he is battling 
for your soul. 

I beg of you tonight, bo not let 
the Devil have the victory. Sur- 
render to Christ tonight and give 
Christ the victory as you surren- 
der to Him. 


3. The Soul Worth Much Be- 
cause of God’s Concern 
About It 


Then the Scripture says that 
your soul is valuable because of 
God’s concern for it.. God also 
knows how valuable is your soul, 
and God is battling for your soul. 
That’s the reason this campaign 
has been planned. I don’t know 
why we are in Nashville, except 
that God planned it. I don’t know 
why these ministers would unite 
and co-operate and work so hard. 
God planned it. I don’t know why 
so many people would come here. 
God planned it, and God planned 
it that you be here tonight for a 
special purpose. Why? 

The reason is that God knows 
that your soul is more valuable 
than all the wealth of the world 
put together and God tonight is 
going to do everything within His 
power to get you to’come to Jesus 
Christ. He is going to do His best 
to see by the Holy Spirit that your 
will is broken down until you Say, 
“T: will. follow Christ; I will love 
Christ. I will, no matter what the 
cost, take my stand unashamedly 
for. Christ.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, in. the 
final analysis it is not the Devil’s 
choice, it is not God’s choice, be- 
cause He can’t make you make a 
decision. The Devil can’t make you 
make a decision. God can put 
pressure through the Holy Spirit. 
He can see that Christ is exalted, 
giving you every opportunity of 
coming to Christ. The Devil can 
put on every pressure to keep you 
from coming to God, but in the final 
analysis you and you alone will 
decide your eternal destiny and 
what shall happen to your soul. 

Only you can make the decision. 
The Bible says, “‘. .. the eye of the 
Lord is upon them that fear him; 
upon them that hope in his mercy; 
to deliver their soul from death 

.’ The Scripture says that right 
now, at this moment, God’s eye is 
upon you; Heaven is looking; the 
angels are looking, waiting with 
bated breath to see what you do 
tonight. 

John 3:16 and 17, which we all 
know, says, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life: For God sent 
not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but’ that the 
world through him might be 
saved,” 

God loved you so much, God was 
So concerned that your soul be 
saved that He was willing to give 
up His only Son and send Him to 
a cross to die, that your redemp- 
tion might be made sure. 


4. The Soul so Valuable 
Because so Terrible 
to Lose It 
Your soul is also valuable be- 
cause of the nature of its loss. Oh, 
you can lose your health, you can 
lose your money, you can lose your 
friends, you can even lose your 


Character, but it doesn’t compare 


with losing your soul. 
strange? 

Some months ago, some years 
ago, near Asheville where I live, a 
child wandered into the woods. It 
was a little boy, the son of a doc- 
tor. All of western North Carolina 
and eastern Tennessee police forc- 
es, everybody, was brought togeth- 
er. The search was on to find that 


Isn’t it 
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boy. One little boy was lost. Thou- 
sands of doliars were spent trying 
to find that little boy. Finally 
they found him. 

Tonight your soul is lost. Your 
soul is separated from God and the 
moment you die, you know what 
happens? You go out into eternity, 
banished from the presence of God 
forever and ever. You say, “Billy, 
now wait a minute; it’s not going 
to be so bad. You know there will 
be thousands of other people; we 
are going to have a pretty good 
time down there. Maybe I'll get a 
job shoveling the coal.” 

We have got strange ideas about 
what it means for a soul to be 
lost. Did you know there’s not a 
place in this Bible that indicates, 
as far as I can find, that you will 
ever be with anybody else. The 
Bible seems to indicate that all 
eternity you will be alone, tragic- 
ally, desperately, awfully, with all 
your facilities, all your mental 
faculties, all alone, lost in outer 
darkness. 


Whatever it means, it means 
separation from God alone, for- 
ever. I beg of you to give your life 
to Christ and settle it forever as 
to where your soul is going. 


The Bible says in Psalm 11:6 
that it is called the horrible tem- 
pest. Psalm 18:5 says it is a place 
of sorrow. Matthew 13:42 says it’s 
a place of wailing. Matthew 8:12 
calls it a place of weeping. Luke 
16:23 calls it a place of torment. 
Luke 16:25 indicates that it is a 
place of memory. That’s what the 
Bible says is the place of the soul 
outside of Christ and God says it 
is more valuable than all the rest 
of the world put together. God 
thought so much of your soul that 
He gave up His only Son. 


5. The Soul Worth so Much 
Because Purchased at 
Such Cost 


Last of all, your soul is valuable 
because of the price paid for its re- 
demption. First Peter 1:18 and 
19 tell us: 
~“Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corrup- 
tible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conwersation re- 
cewed by tradition from your 
fathers; But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot.” 

Look at that night before the 
crucifixion. Jesus is upon His 
knees. He says, ‘“O my Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me.” Oh, God, if there is any 
other way to save Billy Graham's 
soul, if there is any other way to 
save Cliff Barrow’s soul, if there 
is any other way to save Dr. Pow- 
ell’s soul, if there is any other way 
to save Jim Gregg’s soul, oh, Lord, 
if there is any other way to save 
the souls of men, let this cup pass 
from me, so I won’t have to go to 
the cross tomorrow.” 

But there was no other way. Sil- 
ver and gold couldn’t purchase 
your redemption. You've sinned 
against God. You've sinned: I’ve 
sinned; all of us have sinned. The 
penalty of sin is death, banishment 
from the presence of God, and 
there we were lost without hope. 
The answer came back from 
Heaven. Silver and gold cannot 
purchase redemption.. Only the 
blood of Christ can. 

Then Jesus said, ‘Thanks. be un- 
to God, not my will, but Thine, be 
done.’ And that’s the reason that 
Jesus the next day—when the an- 
gels pulled out their swords—did 
not call them. He stayed on the 
cross when He could have come 
down, because He loved us. He 
knew that our souls were more 
valuable than all the rest of the 
world put together and the Scrip- 
ture says, ‘Him who knew no sin, 
He made to be sin on our behalf 
that we might become the right- 
eousness of God in Him.’ Gala- 
tians 1:4 says: 

“Who gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to 
the will of God and our Father.” 
Titus 2:14 says: 

“Who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us. 

It was Jesus dying on the cross 
because your soul was more valu- 
able than all the rest of the world 
put together. What shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 
What shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his 
soul? Listen, if I had a doubt to- 
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night where I was going, you. 
couldn’t drag me out of Vander- 
bilt Stadium until I knew. I 
wouldn’t go out on that dangerous 
street. I wouldn’t go out to spend 
another forty-eight hours before 
the next meeting is held in this 
stadium for anything in the warld. 
I would be afraid that my soul 
would be in jeopardy. 

For no man knows what an 
hour will bring forth. Ladies and 
gentlemen, this is the hour. This 
is the moment. Come and hand 
this valuable soul of yours over to 
Jesus. Let Him be Lord and Mas- 
ter and Saviour; let Him be the 
Keeper of it. Let Him hold it; let 
Him keep it. And when you stand 
before God in a few years, a few 
months, or even a few days, Jesus 
will not be ashamed of you. 

You have received Him; you 
have followed Him; you’ve loved 
Him; you've taken your stand for 
Him; you’re ready to meet God. 
Your sins are forgiven, You have 
peace and joy and, for the rest of 
your days, the greatest thrill and 
happiness and joy that you have 


SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES: ‘“Des- 
tined, it seems, to become somewhat of 
a classic... solid study... terse, con- 

vineing ...an antidote against the sin 
of prayerlessness. ..a forthrizht hand- 
ling of the usual difficulties that hinder 
an effective prayer life...a powerful 
rebuke td shrinking faith ...a_ heart- 
searching challenge to do definite first- 
hand business with God.’ 


THE PEOPLES MAGAZINE: “.. 
the most exhaustive book on prayer we 
have ever seen.’ 


THE BIBLE TODAY: “Your heart 
will be warmed, your soul will be fed, 
your life will be made cleaner, your 
spirit will be encouraged, and you will 
be filled with joy as you read. 
warmly commended for devotional read- 
ing.”’ 

THE BAPTIST BULLETIN: “This 
volume is probably the greatest stimu- 
lant to believing and effectual prayer 
to be found in print outside the pages 
of the Bible itself. Thoroughly Serip- 
tural in its treatment of the subject of 
prayer, its nature, basis, conditions, 
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testimonies and examples of answered 
prayer ...intriguing and stimulating 
If the faith needs strengthening, 
the prayer-life needs stimulating, this 
book will certainly be a blessing to 
TO 
CHRISTIAN LIFE: “... faithfully 
presents the Bible truth on prayer... 
interesting, well illustrated by actual 
experiences, sound in spiritual princi- 
ples, and stimulating.” 


THE UPLOOK: “...so much to be 
said commendatory of ‘this book that 
one hartily knows where to start... 
Scriptural... practical... Many ques- 
tions concerning: prayer which have 
perplexed believers are answered...” 


CHRISTIAN VICTORY: “... prac- 
tical, inspirational and _ instructive: 
truly a great book that every Christian 
should have.”’ 


WESTERN RECORDER: “... in the 
main he has the direct word of the 
Book for what he claims about prayer. 
It is a timely publication .. .’ 


BAPTIST STANDARD: “ .. it will 
do good .. . discriminating people every- 
where ought to earnestly read it.” 


BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR: “... 
a very fine contribution... Anyone 
who reads one or all of the messages 
in this book will profit greatly.’ 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO.: 
“A thorough study of this important 
theme. Biblical teaching is empha- 
sized ...much in the beok to strength- 
en faith and to encourage prayer...” 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN MAGA- 
ZINEs “...21 thought-filled chapters 

.. Every angle of this subject is con- 
sidered . .@ replete with Bible refer- 
ences and modern illustrations...a 
very good book on an important sub- 
ject.’”* 


_BRETHREN MISSIONARY HERALD: 

- much to encourage the kind of 
praying that expects definite answers 
from God...a study of the Word of 
God . - Seriptural teaching... an a- 
bundance of experiences. . should lead 
any Christian into a deep prayer life.” 
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will revolutionize your prayers.” 

_ UNITED EVANGELICAL ACTION: 
... will continue to lead many into a 
p ELS. life of intercession.’’ 

THE BAPTIST RECORD: “One can 
learn how to pray from the book... 
clear, fundamental athe teaching...” 

THE HARVESTER: “... . a most ex- 
haustive study of the tea of prayer 

- also a most practical » exposition, 
full of illustrations and examples. 
.-» We heartily commend this book.’’ 


THE PILOT: “...a ook that has 
many merits.. an effective appeal in 
behalf of true faith. o 


THE STANDARD: “The content of 
book merits its success. Thorough 
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ete., it is also replete with inspiring, 


THE GLORIOUS WORD: “This book - 


j ever known in your life, It can be 
yours tonight. 

You say, “But, Billy, I’m already 
a church member. What shall I 
do about that?” There are hun- 
dreds of you here tonight who are 
members of churches. But you 
need to receive Christ. You may. 
not be a member of any church. 
I’m not asking you to (join 
anything tonight. I’m not ask- 
ing that you join any particu- 
lar religion. I’m not asking 
that you join anything except 
come and make sure that your 
soul is saved and that you are go- 
ing to Heaven. 

To make sure of that, you need 
Christ tonight. I’m going to ask 
you to come. I don’t think there 
were many nights in Great Brit- 
ain but what we had church lead- 
ers in. churches come down the 
aisle and say that “I’m a. leader 
in the church but I’m not sure 


that I’m ready to meet God and I 


want to be ready.” They had the 
courage to come and take their 
stand. I’m going to ask you to 
come tonight. 
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The Leading Book Experts Agree: 


it’s the Best! 


PRAY ER—Asking and Re- 
ceiving; by Evangelist John 
meee, Ie Pee ey, 
Judged by the Men Who 
Know Books Best as the 
Greatest in its Field! 


Over 160,000 Printed 
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CHAPTER TITLES: 


| Te Prayer-Hearing God 

2. Why Pray? 

3. Prayer Is Asking 

4. The Answer to Prayer Is Re 
ceiving 

5. Praying for Daily Bread 

Asking Bread for Sinners 

7. Praying for Healing 


x * Praying for Anything and 
Everything You Want 

| 0. Praying in the Will of God 

1. Definite Praying 

| 2. “Have Faith in God’ 

3. Just Pray! 

| 4. Praying Through 

) 5. Why Fast and Pray? | 
| 7 

| 


| 
| 
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8. Praying for Healing. Cont'd. 
| 


6. Big Prayers to an Almighty God 
- Does God Work Miracles Today? | 
8. Miracles Today, Cont'd. 

19. Hindrances to Prayer | 
20. Hindrances to Prayer, Cont'd. 

21. The Sih of Prayerlessness 


eee =e —— tt 


TEE 


Read Chapter One, “A Pray- 
er-Hearing God,” in this issue! 
Other chapters. will follow, 
week by week, until completely 
reprinted in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, Subscribe now for 
friends. Free paper bound copy 
of Prayer-Asking and Receiving 
with each 3 yearly subscrip- 
tions and $5. Cloth bound copy 
free with 6 yearly subscriptions 
and $10. Or purchase copies as 
gifts. Rush coupon below! 


ARKANSAS BAPTIST: “. . . a high- 

ly readable, informative, inspiring 21- 
chapter discussion which leaves ome 
* with «reliance in the great 
heavenly Father who answers prayer. 


nd modern illustrations which 
beckon one to read it from the enjoy 
ment standpoint aside from its ole 
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Get Your Precious Soul Saved 
T 


‘oday 


You have read. the above sermon «. ~ 
by Evangelist Billy Graham, just: 


as preached in Nashville, Tennes- 
see, in a great revival campaign, 


August 29 last year. Others heard — 
him and were saved. They be- 
lieved that their souls were more ~ 
precious than anything or every-— 


thing. in the world. If you are un- 
converted, if you have never been 


born again, will you, too, turn to 
Jesus today, honestly repenting of © 


your sins and let Him save your 
poor lost soul? 


Thank God, He. is ready to save 


every poor sinner who will come 


depending on Jesus Christ. God 
gave His Son to pay the sinner’s’ 
debt. ‘For God so loved the world, ~ 


that he gave his only begotten - 


Son, that whosoever believeth in 


him should not perish, but have 


everlasting life’ (John 3:16). I 
beg you, this moment, turn to 
Christ, trust Him once and forever 
to save your soul. There is every- 


(Continued on page 11) 


helpfulness . . Ome cannot read (it) 
without gaining a richer concept of the 
blessings of CORREA NIOD, with God.” 


OUR HOPE: ‘ . practical andyhelp- 
ful. ..one’s neart is blessed and his 
faith strengthengg . . Much blessing 
is in store for ose who read the 
00 ’ 


HEART AND LIFE MAGAZINE: 
“Its scope is wide, its teaching vital, 
and in it is the evident spirit of the 
man... We welcome it as a valuable 
contribution to an inexhaustible sub<_ 
ject.” 


GRACE AND TRUTH: “...a con- 
cise, clear and biblical teaching on this 
great truth which . .. demonstrates con- 
clusively that God still hears and an- 
swers prayer... Every pastor, teacher 
and layman would do well to secure a 
copy ...so well arranged that it could 
well serve as a text-book for teaching 
on prayer.’’ 


THE EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN: 
“*, ..@ most exhaustive study on a most 
significant subject . . challenging, au- 
thoritative and convincing content . 
ceaseless reference to the Word of God 

. utter simplicity . . . worthwhile, 
soul-searching reading. e commend 
this work on prayer wholeheartedly.” 


THE KING’S BUSINESS: ‘“... a 
great work...a very exhaustive study, 
each one of the 21 chapters giving evi- 
dence of much prayer and research, 
and then the conclusions are clinched 
by real-life stories.” 


MOODY MONTHLY: ‘Do you want 
your faith revived, your courage 
strengthened, your vision clarified, your 
heart enlarged and kindled, and your 
prayer~ life lifted to a high spiritual 
plane? Then read this book.’ 


CHRISTIAN HERALD: “Bible-based 
...it covers thoroughly the teaching 
of the Bible on Prayer; it bristles with 
good stories and illustrations ; it reads 
easily but it has deep, rolling under- 
tones which linger in your heart.” 


THE KESWICK QUARTERLY: “ 
one of the most comprehensive works 
on the subject that has appeared in 
recent years...All the way through 
the teaching is firmly based on Scrip- 
ture... cannot fail to prove stimulat 
ing to the faith of God’s people.. 
and is specially wultable for presenta- 
tion.’ 


_ CHRISTIAN READER’S REVIEW: 
. whatever I may say in praise of 
a book will not do justice to it and 
the real spiritual blessing one may re- 
ceive if they read these pages with 
open heart, desiring the Spirit of God 
to speak to them ...The chapter en- 
titled ‘‘Asking Bread for Sinners’ or 
“How to Get Soul- Winning eet: is 
one of the best chapters in the boo 
The promises in God’s Word te ‘the 
illustrations and true incidents of an- 


swered prayer will strengthen your 
faith.”’ 

WATCHMAN-CRUSADER: “It is 
Scriptural . practicable . . . Written 


from the standpoint of experience... 
well printed and eayrsiye bound ..« . 

eap in price...one of the most 
tan“ books on prayer I have ever 
read,”’ 


THE CHRISTIAN INDEX: ‘“Twenty- 
one great chapters on prayer which 
challenge one to pray. Questions are 
answered, problems are scripturally 
solved. The book makes one ask great 
things of a prayer-hearing God.”’ 


THE FREE METHODIST: “ . quite 
stimulating to faith... The outstand- 
ing emphasis throughout is that God. 
does hear prayer and that each proms 
ise is true.” 


CHRISTIAN. PARENT: “... most 
detailed and very interesting . a 
erent needed call to believing prayer 

- Most stimulating.” 


‘THE BAPTIST BULLETIN: “... 


merits every commendation. it has re- 
ceived; and more. a hea 


rt-searching 
soul-probing, wabelief-rebuicing, faith. 


ormulating prayer-en man- 
. God is exalted . f pe 
ee ‘stimulated . . Anyone reading this 


book with sincerity of purpose will have 
@ new prayer life!” 


City 


- Zone... State 


K and practical. ..a truly helpful book It ian’t a dry boo 

- . the discourses encourage the read- 

. er ‘to launch out upon a richer and Biblical a 

. fuller prayer life... This classic should 

. be read and reread.” 

: 

K Sword of the Lord Publishers 

* Wheaton, Mlinois 

: Please rush me ...-.. copies of Prayer—Asking and Re- 

x ceiving. I am enclosing $2.50, plus 5% for postage and | 
K handling, for each copy. (Those desiring to obtain free ye 
x copies with subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

t please use coupon printed on page 12 of this issue!) 
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The Value of a Soul 


P (Continued from page 10) 


thing to gain: peace, joy, daily 
‘victory, eternal life, a home in 


Heaven. If you will take Christ as 


Saviour, first say an honest ‘yes’ 


- jn«your heart to Christ. Then-sign 


the decision form below and. mail 
it to the editor. We will see that 
Billy Graham hears about your de- 


‘cision and I will write you a letter 
‘of encouragement and counsel. Do 


it today. 


‘Evangelist John R. Rice 
‘Editor, THE SworRD OF THE LORD 
‘Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 
I have read Billy Graham’s ser- 


mon on “The Value of a Soul.” I 


—- | 


admit that I am a poor lost sin- 
ner who needs saving. I realize 
that my soul is worth more than 
the whole world. I believe that 
Christ died for my sins and that 
God has sincerely offered to for- 
give me and save me. Therefore I 
here and now turn my heart from 
my sins, I trust Jesus Christ to 
forgive me and save me. I give 
Him my heart forever, will claim 
Him openly as my Saviour and 
will set out to live for Him by His 
help. 


Signed 
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Help for the Common People 


(Contimued from page 1) 


SworD OF THE LORD are, largely, 
made up of that great number of 


‘common people. True, some of the 


outstanding leaders in the religious 
and secular worlds are subscribers 


to this paper, but the vast major- 


ity of our readers are common 
people from all walks of life. And 
to you, the common people, the 
editor’s popular book, Prayer— 
Asking and Receiving, can be a 
special blessing, a tremendous help 
in learning how to effectively 
pray. Our files are filled with 
letters from mechanics, house- 
wives, carpenters, clerks, janitors, 


secretaries, farmers, and others 


from every imaginable occupation. 
This book can be understood by 
anyone! The many, many Scrip- 
tures which are quoted and re- 
ferred to, the scores of gripping 
illustrations, the abundant testi- 
monials all unite in making a book 
which will teach any earnest seek- 
er how to pray and get desired 
results. 


Answers the Questions You 
Want to Know 


A layman of Spanish descent 
writes from Manhattan, Kansas, 
‘to say, “When I think of the ac- 
‘cidental way I received Prayer, I 
‘do believe with all my heart that 
-it has been sent from my Heaven- 
ly Father to me; much more, I 
almost believe. that it was written 
especially for me, because in it, 
I found all the answers that my 
spirit wanted to know.” 

From California a mother wrote 
and told of her struggle for two 
years to get victory over a tempta- 
tion that she could not seem to 
conquer, One in which she did not 
really want victory. In this miser- 
able condition of mind and soul 
someone gave her a copy of Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving and she 
read that a rebellious attitude on 
the part of the wife could be a 
hinderanée to prayer. She said, 
“Immediately I recognized that 
here was the real reason behind 
my trouble. I had thought the 
reason lay elsewhere and so no 
wonder I had never been able to 
Overcome my temptation. But now 
that I saw what was really the 
matter, my temptation fell away. 
What a relief it was! I began to 
read the Bible freely again and to 
pray without a guilty conscience. 
The promptings of the Spirit with- 
in told me that I should tell my 
husband about it. This was hard 
to do but I had learned my les- 
son. I confessed the matter to him. 


“From that time on my prayers 
concerning one of our children 
began to have effect: Many prob- 
lems connected with my handling 
of the children either vanished or 
began to clear up. My whole inner 
life has begun to function again, 
where it was in danger of being 
stifled under the temptation. For 
all of this I am indebted to your 
book,” 


Nurse and Patient Both Helped 


A nurse in Pennsylvania wrote, 
“I took your book Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving with me on duty the 
night of the day I received it, 
thinking I would read it at night 
and if my patient wanted to she 
could read it during the day. She 
did and the second or third night 
She told me to get her a copy. 
She expressed her opinion of the 
book something like this, 
gems of truth from the Bible ex- 
plained in a way that is so under- 
Standable, right there for you 
Without hunting through the 


‘The 


Bible.” And I said, ‘Yes, and we 
could read and hunt quite awhile 
and then not get them together 
like that.’ It is inspirational and 
enlightening, a definite help to any 
who read it...” 


In Cedarville, Ohio, a lady be- 
came acquainted with the Sword 
Book Club and purchased Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving as her 
first selection. She wrote, “It was 
such a blessing to me. I was so 
impressed with it, I read with a 
red pencil in my right hand, and 
you should see my original copy— 
practically every line is under- 
scored! I studied it, reading it 
over and over. I could hardly be- 
lieve what I was reading as my 
personal prayer life had been so 
far from what God had intended 
it to be! As I followed you through 
the book, opening my mouth wide, 
asking my God for big things, the 
miracles began happening and you 
can imagine how happy I was. 
Things seemed topsy-turvy in our 
lives and my husband and I 
really wanted to be much closer 
to our Lord, and we wanted to 
serve Him—true enou gh—your 
book, Prayer, has revolutionized 
our lives!” 


A Presbyterian Elder Nearly 40 
Years, Learns How to Pray 
Effectively From PRAYER 

Book 


A medical doctor in Kentucky 
wrote, ‘I have just finished read- 
ing Rev. Rice’s Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving. This book has 
taught me more about prayer and 
its eéffect on true consecrated 


Christian work and living than | 


have ever known before. 


“T will be 74 years old July 3, 
if my life be spared. For nearly 
40 years I have been an elder in 
a Presbyterian Church but I never 
knew the power of effectual fer- 
vent prayer until I read this splen- 
did book by Dr. Rice on prayer. 

“I feel I am really enjoying my 
Christian life more, and getting 
more joy out of Christian work 
than any prior time in my life.” 


A lady in Bushhill, Pennsyl- 
vania, wrote a similar letter altho, 
fortunately, she learned the truth 
of prayer much earlier in life. She 
said, “I have been reading your 
book on Prayer. I am finding it 
the direct answer tO my reasons 
for failure in my. daily life and 
prayer life. I know it is going to 
be a turning point in my under- 
standing of prayer and how to get 
results. I have been a Christian 
for 14 years, having accepted 
Christ at the age of 8, but I have 
been a failure in my daily living 
at home and have longed to over- 
come my impatience. Now I am 
assured of victory and am amazed 
at the wonderful results Chris- 
tians can get simply through pr&y- 
er. I have usually had faith about 
everything I prayed for but find 
I have been praying in the wrong 
way. Thank God that-I have had 
the privilege to read your wonder- 
ful book.” 


Saw God in Different Light 


A lady in St. Louis wrote, “...I 
was always between two fires: re- 
ligious fanatics or cold modernists 
domineered me, I was so miserable 
and unhappy. I didn’t know which 
way to turn till one day...I hap- 
pened to see your book, ; 
Asking and Receiving advertised in 
the Christian. H erald, along with 
a year’s subscription to THE 
SworD OF THE LorD. | sent for it, 


and praise.God, I could write every 
day in April and never begin to 
tell what it did for me. I am a 
new creature. I saw God in a dif- 
ferent light and began asking for 
things, first small things, then 
bigger things, until now I know 
all things are possible with God.” 

She went on to tell of answered 
prayer in her life the next two 
years and adfed, “We have seen 
the impossible happen.”’ 


Delivered From False Cults 


A layman in Portland, Oregon, 
happily wrote Dr. Rice, “Thank 
you for the kind letter. I wish to 
add that my oldest brother, now 
65 years of age, has at last turned 
from Unity to embrace the full 
truth of the Christian faith, and 
that the book, Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving, has played no small 
part in this. Years ago he became 
very angry because I witnessed to 
him and had a word of prayer in 
his presence. But now I praise God 
for this wonderful change. He has 
in turn become a blessing and a 
source of strength in my own 
trials...” 

And a brother in Missouri wrote 
us, “I was falling into the damn- 
able cult of Christian Science 
when a friend introduced me to 
your book, Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving. I have been straighten- 
ed out doctrinally by the articles 
in THE SWORD paper.” 


Businessman Proves Value of 
Prayer 


In a letter too long to print here, 
a Texas businessman, his business 
nearly ruined, read Prayer—Ask- 
ing and Receiving with his wife, 
and prayed. His business gained 
over 27% that year over the pre- 
vious one and his profits doubled. 
So grateful was he for discovering 


~| treated God the way I had for so 


the Bible truth about prayer that 
he sent a $1,000 thank offering! 


Grandmother Sees Grandson Saved 


A grandmother in Illinois wrote 
with great rejoicing to tell how 
her married grandson had been 
saved. Said she, “It is with a glad 
heart I am writing fo you. I just 
wish I could shake hands with you. 
I am so happy. I know you would 
rejoice with me. My grandson 
has been saved. You remember 
that wrote to you 
first in February. I told you 
about sending for your book on 
Prayer. I had prayed for my 
grandson so long I longed to learn 
more about prayer, and your book 
sure did me a world of geod...” 

She goes on to tell how hard 
and earnestly she prayed, then 
sent him a leaflet on how to be 
saved. She prayed that God might 
touch his heart through his boys 
and the next week received werd 
that another of his boys had been 
saved and baptized. He went to 
church for the baptism and God 
began to really deal with his 
heart in conviction. Then his baby 
boy, 9 years old, told him he was 
praying for him, actually got down 
on his knees and began to pray, 
then stood up and said, “Daddy, 
pray for me. I want to be saved, 
too.” 

But the father said later, ‘““How 
could I pray for him when I had 


many years?” In misery he sought 
out the pastor and was led to 
Christ. The happy grandmother 
wrote her letter and added, “And 
I haven’t told you half of it. Is it 
any wonder I am happy?” 


Wrongs Made Right 
A lady in Tennessee wrote to 


tell how her husband, after read- 


ing the book Prayer—Asking and 


Receiving, concerning the woman 
who burned her house to collect 
the insurance, remembered he had 
failed to pay for a cow he had 
purchased over 31 years ago. He 
made inquiry, found out what he 
owed and to whom, and sent his 
check for $48 to settle the bill! 

Another man from Pennsylvania 
wrote, “I read your book on Pray- 
er—Asking and Recewing and I 
think it’s wonderful. Yesterday I 
got out of bed and went to every- 
one that I have wronged (by debts 
unpaid). I paid all the bills that 
I owed and I made right the ones 
that I cheated as far as I know. I 
want God to answer my prayers so 
I'm trying to make everything 
right that might keep my prayers 
from being answered.” 


Backsliders Brought Back 


From Beecher City, Illinois, a 


man writes, “I want to tell you 
of my experience with your book 
Prayer—Asking and Recéiwing. 
First of all reading it has been 
a great blessing and source of 
strength in my life, but best of 
all, praise the Lord, we have a 
very dear friend, a young woman 
with two children, who for 7 or 
8 years has been a backslider. I 
asked her if she would take the 
book and read it and she did. Now 
she is on fire for the Lord. She 
belonged to a worldly book club 
and has dicarded it and joined the 
Sword Book Club, bought a new 
Scofield Bible, and in the past 
3 months she has read half-way 
through it. She also has started 
giving a tenth of her husband’s 
Army pay to the Lord and has 
taught her little girl and boy to 
say Grace over their food and 
pray together...’’ 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Scripture Press Contest 
Winners Announced 
Forty-five winners divided $2,500 
in cash prizes in the _ recent 


School Idea Contest. Entries had 
been invited in five divisions: (1) 
Sunday School Lesson Ideas: (2) 
Young People’s Program Ideas; 
(3) Special Day Programs; 
(4) Handwork Ideas; and, 
(5) Junior Church Program. 

The five first prize winners were 
Charles A. Holmes, Jr., San Jose, 


Mich.; Mrs. Jocelyn’ Reichel, 
Chicago, IIL; Sylvia Mattson, 
Salem, Ore.; and Louise Woelber, 
Los Altos, Calif, 


New Christian Radio Station 


Seattle’s first full-time Chris- 
tian radio station went on the air 
Sunday, Nov. 14, at 3:00 p. m. 
Radio Station KGDN is a daytime 
station operating at, 630 kc., on the 
campus of King’s Garden, an 
interdenominational center of 
evangelism at Seattle. King’s Gar- 
den also operates the King’s Rest 
Home, King’s Mission Service, 
King’s Press, King’s Schools and 
King’s Teens, a group of high 
school clubs combating juvenile 
delinquency. 


“N.A.E. Moves to Wheaton 

The National Association of 
Evangelicals have moved their of- 
fice from Chicago to 108 N. Main 


| St., Wheaton, Illinois. The Midwest 


Regional office will remain in 
Chicago to serve the Greater 
Chicago area, as similar offices are 
in Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Bos- 


j ton and Portland, Oregon. 
The strategic Office of Affairs. 


| (Continued on page 12) 
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And a brother in Pennsylvania 
writes, “I was a backslider for 
many years, then I took sick, and 
then my good neighbor... came to 
see me. He brought along your 
book on prayer. After reading it 
I gave myself to Christ...” 


Souls Find Christ Through 
PRAYER 


But the best results, the ones 
we rejoice the most concerning, 
are those who have written us 
that they have trusted the Saviour 
through reading the book. For 
example, a housewife in Pennsyl- 
vania wrote us, “‘I was truly saved 
about a year ago while reading 
your book on Prayer. I wanted to 
do.what was right before, but 
just didn’t understand the great 
love of our Lord...I will be eter- 
nally grateful:..” 

Another housewife from Wich- 
ita, Kansas, also wrote to say, “I 
was led into an experience of sal- 
vation... by reading Dr. Rice's 
book, Prayer—Asking and Receiv- 
ag and can never thank God 
enough.” 

But I must give you one more 
letter in its entirety, one of the 
most thrilling letters you have 
ever read, no doubt. A young man, 
now in a Canadian Bible Institute 
preparing for the ministry, wrote, 
“Christian greetings in our Lord 
and Saviour! 

“I have attempted to write you 
many times to tell you how your 
book, Prayer—Asking and Receiv- 
mg, was instrumental in winning 
me to the Lord Jesus Christ. How 
I praise God for that book! 

“Here is how it took place: I 
Was serving a sentence in the 
Maine State’ Prison and was as- 
signed the job of assistant librar- 
ian. One day while working on 
the books a runner came in with 
your book and handed it to me. 
The minute I received it I said, ‘I 
am going to read this book and 
see what the author has to say.’ 
I took your book to my cell-and 
after reading for a while, the Holy 
Spirit put me under deep convic- 
tion. I realized I was lost and 
bound for Hell without Jesus 
Christ. I could plainly see from 
the Word of God that. it was 
necessary to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I got down on my knees 
In my cell and confessed to God 
that I was a sinner and wanted 
Jesus to come in to save my 
soul. What.a night it was when 
the Lord came in! What peace and 
what joy it was to be born again! 
And to think, Brother Rice, that 
that peace and joy is for any who 
will call upon Him. 

“I am just a babe in Christ— 
not even a year old yet, but that 
makes no difference to our Lord. 
Already He has used me to win 
other precious souls to Christ. 
Very shortly after I was able to 
lead another prisoner to Christ. 

“The Lord has_ blessed and 
favoured me in another wonder- 
ful way. This fall I enrolled in the 
New Brunswick Bible Institute at 
Hartland, New Brunswick, Canada. 
and what a wonderful time I am 
having at Bible School. Brother 
Rice, it all seems like a dream 
to me. 

“Here is a brief outline of my 
past life: Started crime at the 
age of 5 years; at the age of 8 
I knew things that most people do 
not know in their teens: at 10 
years I had become an effective 
shop-lifter; at the age of 12 I 
served my first jail sentence: at 
the age of 15 I was gun-crazy: 
at the age of 17 was able to go 
in barrooms and cocktail lounges; 
at the age of 18 I was just doing 
‘everything in the book.’ At 19 I 
accepted Christ as Saviour and 
Lord—that was just this year. 

“What a wonderful time I have 
been having with the Lord! Oh! if 
only someone had told me of the 
wonderful love of Jesus years ago! 
Mine would not have been a his- 
tory of erime. At one time I 
thought my good works or my 
money would get me to Heaven: 
I know now that the Lord Jesus 
is ‘the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.’ I am so glad I found out the 
real truth in time and want to 
thank you sincerely.” 


The thought that forceably im- 
pressed me as I read this wonder- 
ful letter was: I wonder whose 
loving investment purchased that 
book on Prayer for that Peni- 


tentiary? What eternal rewards 
for such a ‘small investment! 
Would to God that someone read- 
ing these lines would purchase at 
least 5 copies for every peniten- 
tiary in his state! 

But why this article? Why print 
these letters in this issue of THE 
SworpD OF THE LorRD? There are 
three principle reasons:. first, we 
want you to rejoice with us over 
the wonderful results of this great 
book, Prayer—Asking and Receiv- 
ing, and enjoy the blessed testi- 
monies which have been sent to 
us. “Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children 
of men!” (Ps. 107:15). It is right 
and proper’ that we share the 
report of blessings with you who 
are continually praying for our 
ministry. 

Second, we have published these 
testimonies in order that our read- 
ers might appreciate the real value 
of this popular book, Prayer—Ask- 
ing and Receiving, and join us in 
a burden to get it into the hands 
of multiplied thousands who have 
never read it. Oh, that your heart 
might burn within you with a 
passion to put it into the hands 
of your friends, loved ones and 
acquaintances to see what God 
ean do for them through it! This 
is no common, ordinary book; it 
has the breath of Heaven upon 
it. As the Sunday School Times 
reported, it seems this book was 
“destined...a classic!” 

It has revolutionized so many 
thousands of lives, caused so many 
to quit sin, trust Christ, surrender 
for service, and win victory that 
it seems no honest man could 
doubt its value. Dear reader, won't 
you help us in getting out the mes- 
sage of this book? Put a copy in 
the hand of your minister and 
other ministers in your area. See 
to it that the officers of your 
church, all of them, have a copy. 
Order a quantity to use as gifts 
for birthdays, anniversaries, and 
other special occasions. Distribute 
it among your own family, social, 
business, and religious circles. Re- 
member that no one profits mater- 
ially here at THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp from its sale—Dr. Rice him- 
self does not take a penny of the 


royalties which are rightfully his 


as the author. All our profits are 
eternal profits, the joys of seeing 
results for His glory. 


Then, third, we have published’ 


these reports so that you will 
want to subscribe to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD for your friends and 
loved ones immediately, enabling 
them to read the chapters from 
this book as they appear week by 
week in this paper. Probably you 
have already read Chapter. One, 
“A Prayer-Hearing God,’ which 
appears in this issue of ‘THE 
Sworpb. If not, read it before you 
lay this paper down. With com- 
pelling and charming conviction 
Dr. Rice shows that it is God’s 
nature to hear and answer prayer, 
that it is impossible to come to 
God or to please Him without be- 


lieving that He is a prayer-hearing 


and a prayer-answering God, that 
every attribute of God is implied 
in the fact that He hears and 
answers prayer, and that nature 
itself points to a benevolent God 
who hears and answers prayer! 

The other 20 chapters will fol- 
low in consecutive weeks! Here is 
an opportunity to subscribe for 
yourself and others, enabling them 
to read this book, chapter by 
chapter, week by week, along with 
the evangelistic sermon contest 
winners, the messages by famous 
preachers of the past, reports of 
revival ‘blessings and the many, 
many other valuable features of 
this valuable paper. 


Our Special Subscription Offer 


For a limited time, we are not 
only offering THE SworD OF THE 
LorD at the special price of 3 year- 
ly subscriptions for $5, but are 
giving, as a bonus, a paper bound 
copy of the editor’s book, Prayer 
—Asking and Receiving. So you 
get three subscriptions and a big, 
328 page book all for the price of 
two subscriptions at the regular 
rate. Or, with each 3-year sub- 
scription for $5 we will give the 
paper bound book on Prayer. 

But many will not stop with 
sending three subscriptions, we 
trust. So here is what we will do 
with subscriptions in larger quan- 


tities: With at least 6 yearly sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp (or 2—3-year subscriptions) 
for $10, we will give a choice of 
one clothbound copy of Prayer— 
Asking and Receiving or two 
copies of the paper bound book. 
For example, if you sent in 30 
yearly subscriptions, you could 
have free 10 copies of Prayer in 
the special paper edition. Or, if 
you preferred, you Could have free 
5 copies of the regular clothbound 
edition. Or you could get 4 cloth- 
bound copies and 2 paper bound 
copies. You see, the choice will be 
yours to have in any manner you 
desire as long as you send 3 sub- 
scriptions and $5 to cover every 
paper bound copy you request and 
6 subscriptions and $10 to cover 
every clothbound copy requested 
free. Remember, too, that addi- 
tional postage rates make it neces- 
sary for us to charge 50c extra 
for each subscription to Canada 
and foreign countries. THE SworD 


vicemen, however, at the same 
rate it is mailed in the states: 
3 for $5. 


Won't you help us, and help 
yourself and friends, in this special 
subscription campaign? The com- 
mon. people heard Jesus gladly 
during the time of His earthly 
ministry and we are counting on 
you, the comnton people, to help 
us. Some can send large numbers 
of subscriptions and we trust you 
will. But everyone, surely, can 
send at least three! 

Please prayerfully make out 


OF THE LORD may be sent to ser- 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 11) 
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Northwestern Missionary 
Conference Jan. 31-Feb, 4 


Forty missionaries and mission 
board leaders will converge on 
Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, January 31 through 
February 4, for the institution’s 
eighth annual missionary conf- 
erence. 


Conference director Dr. Harry 
Stam, himself a missionary in 
Congo for 20 years before taking 
over the school’s missionary pro- 
gram, announced that seven meet- 
ings are planned for each of the 
five days. Several of the daily ses- 
sions will be carried to the sur- 
rounding three-state area by the 


your subscription list immediately, 
before you forget, and send it 
to us. Simply address your letter 
to THE SworD OF THE LorpD, 214 W. 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. Remem- 
ber the special rate: 3 yearly sub- 
scriptions and a paper bound book, 
Prayer—Asking and Receiving, 
for $5, or 6 yearly subscriptions, 
and a clothbound book, Prayer— 
Asking and. Receiving, for $10 
(Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions 50c extra for each one). Use 
the hawdy coupon below or write 
your subscriptions in a letter. Act 
today, please! 


| Dr. John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
= Wheaton, Illinois 
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school’s radio stations, KTIS and” 
KTIS-FM. The public is invited to 
all meetings. 

Speakers include Dr. R.. 
Brown, radio preacher and worl. 
missionary traveler from Omaha, © 
Nebraska, Rev. J. Oswald Sanders, — 
recently appointed Cage ne director 
of the China Inland..Miss 


Vincent Brushwyler, general di- ae 
rector of the Conservative Baptist — 
Rev. . of? 


Foreign Mission Society, 
Peter Deyneka, founder of the 
Slavic Gospel 


tary, Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and 
scores of others. 


Features of the annual confer- | 


ences have been the transforma- 
tion of the school’s gymnasium in- 
to a massive missionary exhibit de- 
picting the habits and customs of 


peoples around the world, and the © 


opportunity of individual counsel 
between missionaries and students. 


Christian Novel Being Filmed 


Book by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Being 
Prepared in Beautiful Colored 
Film for Release in Spring 

What does “Wine of Morning” 
mean? This has been the inquiry of 
many who have heard of the full- 
length color film being released 
by Bob Jones University UNUSU- 
AL FILMS. . 

“Wine of Morning” has been re- 
ferred to as the most spectacular 
motion picture ever produced by 
an evangelical film organization. 
A dramatization of the novel of 
the same title by Dr. Bob Jones, 
Jr., president of the University, it 
is the story of Barabbas, the ban- 
dit and murderer whom the mob 
chose to free instead of Jesus. 

The inspiration for the title, 
“Wine of Morning,” is taken from: 
Peter’s statement at Pentecost in 


‘Acts 2:15, when he said about the 


disciples: “For these are not drun- 
ken, as ye suppose, seeing that it is 
but the third hour of the day.” 
“Wine of Morning,” refers to the 
joy and fullness of the Holy Spirit 
as contrasted with drunkenness by 
wine. The title refers, therefore, to 
the joy found in Christ whose 
Spirit gives light to men. 

In Bob Jones, Jr.’s, story, Joel, 
called Barabbas, some years after 
the crucifixion of Christ meets the 
Apostle Paul in Antioch. Paul teils 
Barabbas the Gospel story and 
Barabbas accepts _Christ as his 


Saviour, and_ for the first time 


finds inward peace. This descrip- 
tion of this experience as it is set 
down in chapter 9 of “Wine: of 
Morning” is as follows: “As Joel 
arose from his knees, the sun was 
visible above the horizon, flooding 
the terrace with light. So the 
Grace of God was flooding his soul, 
long darkened by sin and doubt. 


|The ecstasy within him seemed 


more than he could bear! He was 
as one intoxicated, one who had 
sipped of the Day Spring, drunk 
with the Wine of Morning.” 
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